



	  
 
 
              
 
 
CCRI FACULTY SENATE
 

Friday, February 14, 2025
9:00 am ET – 10:30 am ET in person
KN 4090 Warwick campus

1. CALL TO ORDER at 9:00 a.m.
· Roll Call
· 28 Senators present
· 14 Senators absent
· A quorum is established
2. DISPOSITION OF MINUTES of January 31, 2025 meeting
· Motion to accept: Senator Mowry
· Second: Senator Egan-Kunicki
· Discussion: None
· All in favor except for 2 abstentions, no opposition
· Minutes approved
3. REPORT OF THE SENATE PRESIDENT 
· Reminded committee chairs to send meeting agendas at least one week before their meetings, so that anyone who wants to attend their meetings knows the agenda.
· Wished everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day.
· Noted that it Week Four of the semester has ended and encouraged everyone to keep up the great work. 
4. REPORT OF THE SENATE VICE PRESIDENT 
· [bookmark: _Hlk184980464]Reported that the Leadership Committee met to review the agenda and the nominations for Faculty Senate Vice President. 
5. ACTIONS FOR SENATE CONSIDERATION  
Action Items:
[bookmark: _Hlk181961747]Nominations for Senate Vice President
· The elections committee, comprised of Senator Gazzola and President Swithers received the nominations for Senators Andrew Goodman and Mary Kitzmiller.
· Senator Goodman accepted the nomination. 
· Senator Kitzmiller did not accept the nomination.
· President Swithers called for floor nominations.
· No additional nominations were made.
· Vice President Lynch passed out paper ballots for Vice President nominations.
· Senator Gazzola tallied the votes.
· Senator Andrew Goodman was voted Vice President of the Faculty Senate. 
6. REPORT OUT OF STANDING COMMITTEES
a. Academic Standards and Policy- Senator Matthew Rieger in place of Jennifer O’Rourke: Nothing to report as last meeting was not held. The committee is meeting today, February 14, 2025. 
b. Academic Technology – Chair, Andrew Goodman: Committee is meeting today and will be reviewing and voting on RFP’s (Request for Proposals) for new LMS to begin the process of getting proposal and then getting feedback from faculty. The committee will also be voting on the IT Strategic Plan brought to them by Jim Bradley.
c. Constitution, By-laws, College Governance Manual and Election Committee – President Swithers on behalf of Chair, Jillian Lang: Committee has been meeting every two weeks, working diligently on the revisions to the By-Laws.
d. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion –President Swithers: Committee still has no chair, but there is a policy coming on DAS recommendations for faculty.
e. General Education – Chair, Christopher Carruba: Nothing to report as committee is not meeting until next Friday, February 21, 2025.
f. Online Learning –Chair, Inglish Morgan: Committee is continuing discussions on policy updates and course quality.
g. Student and College Success – Chair, Leslie Dolan: Committee met on January 31, 2025, and they have been working with the DL Committee. They have been meeting with OLT and discussing getting statements embedded into Blackboard, which most of them can be. The committee is working on which syllabus statements are common to faculty and working out the technical details. The Committee is also looking at existing policy statements for the syllabus statements in order to revise them and indicate where they would be embedded into the LMS. Rachel Rogers from CTE and Senator Ferro are working on finalizing the language and creating a joint resolution for a student commitment project. The committee has a follow-up meeting with OLT on February 21, 2025. 
h. Teaching and Assessment – Chair, Joseph Silva: Nothing to report. Committee is meeting today. 
j. Merge Course Special Committee – President Swithers: The committee has not met since the last senate meeting, but they are moving forward with a survey that will be going out to all faculty, adjunct and full-time, to get a sense of how they use publisher content and any third-party software in their courses to understand if students can reach each other outside of the LMS platform.
k. Internal Governance Special Committee – President Swithers: The committee is still organizing and will hopefully be organized by the end of the month.

7. REPORT ON CCSSE DATA
· Dr. Lauren Webb, Director Academic Program Review & Accreditation
· Presented on the Community College Survey of Student Engagement (CCSSE), an online survey of student engagement. 
· Discussed the timeline and steps for distributing the survey to students:
· The survey will be available March 18-April 18 for students, with email reminders during that time. Faculty are encouraged to promote the survey to their courses.
· Data will be shared with CCRI in July 2025. 
· Dr. Webb will return to the report to the Faculty Senate in Fall 2025.
8. REPORT OF THE COLLEGE PRESIDENT 
· Rosemary Costigan, Interim College President
· Informed the senate of her absence at the next Faculty Senate meeting due to the governor joining her at the Newport campus on that date to kickoff the culinary project at the campus.
· Reiterated what she said in the Town Hall about the welcomed and unexpected dollars received to help launch the Apprenticeship and Culinary Arts programs. 
9. REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT OF ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
· Barbara Nauman, Interim Vice President of Academic Affairs
· Shared two important handouts:
· The Tutoring and Writing Centers have extended their hours and online options, with online options now available until 10pm, and Vice President Nauman asked that they pull together calendars that faculty can share, scan, and post to their Blackboards. 
· A large job fair will take place on Thursday, April 3, 2025, at the Knight Campus. There will be over sixty employers in attendance. Over forty employers have confirmed, and the goal is to reach sixty-five employers. There will also be opportunities for resumé and interview tips, and there will be a Career Couture Mobile Closet for students to be able to have interview clothes. There may even be a fashion show. Faculty are encouraged to build the Job Fair into their curriculum and inform students.
· Discussion: answered a question regarding the in-person extended hours for the Tutoring and Writing centers. In-person extended hours apply to in-person as well.
10. ADJOURNMENT
· Motion: Senator Valicenti
· Second: Senator LeVasseur
· All in Favor
· Meeting adjourned at 9:42am
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