
The following guidance reflects the return of Title IV funds (R2T4) rules. 

 

Regardless of whether the school is required to take attendance or not, “academic 

attendance" and "attendance at an academically-related activity" under 34 CFR 

668.22(l) must meet the definition of "academic engagement" under 34 CFR 

600.2 as follows: 

Active participation by a student in an instructional activity related to the student’s 

course of study that is defined by the institution in accordance with any applicable 

requirements of its State or accrediting agency; and includes, but is not limited to: 

• Attending asynchronous class, lecture, recitation, or field or laboratory 

activity, physically or online, where there is an opportunity for interaction 

between the instructor and students; 

• Submitting an academic assignment; 

• Taking an assessment or an exam; 

• Participating in an interactive tutorial, webinar, or other interactive 

computer-assisted instruction; 

• Participating in a study group, group project, or an online discussion that is 

assigned by the institution; 

• Interacting with an instructor about academic matters. 

The definition of academic engagement does not include activities where a student 

may be present, but not academically engaged, such as: 

• Living in institutional housing; 

• Participating in the school’s meal plan; 

• Logging into an online class or tutorial without any further participation; 

• Participating in academic counseling or advising; or 

• Participating in a student-organized study group. 

The determination of academic engagement must be made by the institution in 

accordance with any state and/or accrediting agency requirements. A student’s self-

certification alone is not sufficient documentation of academic engagement it must 

be supported by institutional documentation of the student’s attendance in the 

activity. 

Reference the ED Program Integrity Question and Answers website. 

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nasfaa.org%2FPart_668_General_Provisions%23subb66822l&data=05%7C01%7Cjatomasino%40ccri.edu%7Cc3b2e8e12dcc4f2c7cde08da8141ea5a%7Caf75351b37eb4405bf7a7327cec380a5%7C0%7C0%7C637964417361105064%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MQu53iGvXG8vz37lfFr3MwtXFZVOHXsMRdV6K4AoDIw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nasfaa.org%2FPart_668_General_Provisions%23subb66822l&data=05%7C01%7Cjatomasino%40ccri.edu%7Cc3b2e8e12dcc4f2c7cde08da8141ea5a%7Caf75351b37eb4405bf7a7327cec380a5%7C0%7C0%7C637964417361105064%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MQu53iGvXG8vz37lfFr3MwtXFZVOHXsMRdV6K4AoDIw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nasfaa.org%2FPart_600_Institutional_Eligibility%23suba6002&data=05%7C01%7Cjatomasino%40ccri.edu%7Cc3b2e8e12dcc4f2c7cde08da8141ea5a%7Caf75351b37eb4405bf7a7327cec380a5%7C0%7C0%7C637964417361105064%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KlwfTZv7PhKkp3UVY0lieaA3snrGYmpkbxH9kCu%2BB3c%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nasfaa.org%2FPart_600_Institutional_Eligibility%23suba6002&data=05%7C01%7Cjatomasino%40ccri.edu%7Cc3b2e8e12dcc4f2c7cde08da8141ea5a%7Caf75351b37eb4405bf7a7327cec380a5%7C0%7C0%7C637964417361105064%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KlwfTZv7PhKkp3UVY0lieaA3snrGYmpkbxH9kCu%2BB3c%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.ed.gov%2Fpolicy%2Fhighered%2Freg%2Fhearulemaking%2F2009%2Freturn.html%23ta&data=05%7C01%7Cjatomasino%40ccri.edu%7Cc3b2e8e12dcc4f2c7cde08da8141ea5a%7Caf75351b37eb4405bf7a7327cec380a5%7C0%7C0%7C637964417361105064%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XcLT3wUuoQve337egf9RCZrbIILeoZMFwiBawAdQahc%3D&reserved=0

