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Creating a welcoming and supportive atmosphere for ALL students, including students with 
disabilities, on the first day of class sets the tone for the semester and is essential for everyone’s 
learning and success. To help address the institution’s commitment to accessibility and 
compliance with the American’s with Disabilities Act, the CCRI ADA Committee recommends 
the following: 
 

1. Take a moment when reviewing the syllabus to verbally invite students with special 
needs to meet with you privately to discuss any accommodations they may need. 

 
2. When meeting with a student regarding accommodations, get acquainted and review the 

specifics of the accommodation(s) they need for your class. Taking the time to meet one-
on-one with the student will go a long way toward establishing a good working 
relationship for the remainder of the semester. 

 
3. In addition to the verbal invitation, a statement placed on a course syllabus that indicates 

your familiarity with the institution’s ADA compliance obligations and your willingness 
to provide reasonable accommodations to a student with a disability.   
Suggested syllabus statements you can use or adapt: 

a)  Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a 
disability is encouraged to contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. Please 
also contact the office of Disability Services for Students to coordinate reasonable 
accommodations. See www.ccri.edu/dss for the DSS Coordinator’s contact 
information on your campus. 

OR 

b)  If you have a documented disability that may require individual accommodations, 
please make an appointment with me. (refer to contact information) We will discuss 
how to meet your individual needs to ensure your full participation and fair 
assessment in this course. 

4. Be mindful of the physical accessibility of the classroom and help ensure that it is free of 
barriers. Consider: 

 
a) Is the path to the wheelchair user desk accessible & clear of others’ clutter? 
b) Is there a passageway of 36” for a wheelchair user to enter/exit the classroom? 
c) Is the wheelchair desk located close to the classroom door to minimize the need to 

maneuver through backpacks etc. on the floor? 
d) If the room setup is altered for a classroom activity, is it returned to the original 

configuration (with 36” passageways) at the end of the class? 


