Biology 1005 – Biology in the Modern World – Section 301 – Fall 2013
	Instructor:   

	Cindy Hansen, MD



	Contact


Information:
 


	Email: chansen1@ccri.edu.  You must put “Biology 1005” in the subject line or your message will not be read. This is the best way to contact me. Feel free to email me with questions or to set up an appointment.

Phone: 455-6108.  If I am not in the office, you may leave a message in my voice mailbox.



	Website:
	http://faculty.ccri.edu/chansen1.  



	Office


Hours:
	Room 1132B  (Hours below and by appointment.  Any changes will be posted on the website.)   

Monday:  8:30 – 9am, 3:00 – 4:00pm





Tuesday: 8:30 – 9:30am 

Wednesday: 8:30 – 9:30am, 11:00 – noon, 6 – 6:30PM



Thursday: 8:30 – 9:30am 



	Texts:

	C. Belk and V. Borden, Biology – Science for Life, 3rd edition, 2010.
R. Pendola, Biology in the Modern World Laboratory Manual.



	Course

Description:
	This course investigates the basic biological principles needed to understand and make informed 

decisions regarding vital biological issues in today’s world; for example, global warming, obesity, biodiversity, cancer, race, genetic engineering, and human population growth. Note: This course is designed for non-science majors; not open to science majors; not open to science majors. This class fulfills four credits of Math/Science General Education requirements. Lecture: 3 hours, Lab: 2 hours


	Course

Objectives:
	Upon successful completion of the course: 

· Students should be able to demonstrate knowledge of basic biological processes and concepts. 

· Students should be able to demonstrate clear and correct expression in both written and spoken English. 

· Students should be able to access information from a variety of sources. 

· Students should be able to demonstrate problem solving and analytical skills. 

· Students should be able to analyze planetary issues and their effect on life and work. 

· Students should be able to demonstrate the ability to function as a member or leader of a team. 

· Students should be able to perform appropriate professional skills. 

· Students should exhibit satisfaction in their quality of performance. 



	Classroom 

Behavior:
	Students are expected to respect their professors’ rules regarding behavior.  Students should NOT be getting up, leaving, and reentering the class, nor should they be leaving early, or preparing to leave before the end of class.  According to CCRI protocol, the following behaviors are noted as being “disruptive”.


· Monopolizing classroom conversation or discussion

· Interrupting classroom conversation or discussion

· Interrupting the instructor’s teaching or conversation

· Any use of cellular telephones in class for any reason

· Arriving late or leaving early for a class

· Inattentiveness during class

· Attendance while under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol

· Sexist, racist or other discriminatory remarks, swearing

All of these behaviors are disrespectful to the professor and to the other members of the class. At their discretion, physiology professors may classify additional behaviors as disruptive.  Violation of protocol may result in the student’s dismissal from class and referral to the Associate Vice President for Student Services.



	Course

Policies:
	·  You are expected to be in your seat and ready to begin at the start of class.

·  You are expected to attend all lectures and labs and to have read the material to be covered before coming to class. 

·  You are responsible for all of the material presented, regardless of absence.

·  Cheating is in violation of CCRI’s academic honesty policy and is NOT tolerated.  Anyone observed giving information to or accepting information from another student will receive a “0” on the quiz or test and will be referred to the Dean of Students in accordance with the school’s academic honesty policy.

·  Extra credit work is not available for this course.

·  You are expected to turn off your cell phone during class.  If you are using your phone or text messaging during class or lab, you will be asked to leave.  

·  Laptops are not permitted in class.

·  You are expected to remain seated during class in order to minimize disruption.  You should not be leaving early, nor should you be preparing to leave prior to the scheduled end of class.  Lateness is frowned upon as it is disruptive to the class; habitual lateness or absence will result in a lowering of the final course grade. 

· If you plan to unofficially withdraw from the course, you must notify me, otherwise, your final course grade will be an “F”.

·  Grades will not be given by telephone or by email.  Please do not ask.

·  Students are responsible for following the policies set forth in the Student Handbook and College Catalog.



	Test

Policies:
	·  I reserve the right to assign seating.  

· All cell phones must be off.  If your phone or any other electronic device makes any noise
during a test or quiz, I will deduct 5 points from your test or quiz score. 

·  All books, notebooks, book bags, phones, etc. must be left at the front of the room during a test or quiz.  

·  Hats/caps may not be worn.

·  You may not have any technology at your desk or on your person during an exam.  This includes, but is not limited to, cell phones, MP3 players, etc. 

·  You are not allowed to leave the room and return during an exam.  

·  Additional policies may be added at any time at my discretion.



	Academic

Dishonesty:
	These are the definitions of plagiarism and cheating according to CCRI’s student handbook:  “The term

 “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, the use, by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published

or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment. It also includes the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials.” 

“The term “cheating” includes, but is not limited to: 

a. Use, or the attempted use, of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations. 

b. Dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments. 

c. The acquisition of teaching or testing materials, including test banks and answer keys, or access to online resources provided by textbook publishers, without the express permission of the college faculty or staff.”  

Cheating also includes providing assistance to another student or students. Acts of dishonesty, including cheating, plagiarism or other forms of academic dishonesty are not tolerated, and will be handled according to procedures as outlined in the student handbook.



	Documented

Disabilities:
	If you have a documented disability, please let me know at the start of the semester. If you have

not already done so, contact the Disability Services for Students Coordinator on your campus. 


	Grading

Policies:
	Performance will be evaluated in both the lecture and laboratory portions of the course. The 

lecture grade is 75% of the final course grade; the laboratory grade is 25% of the final course grade. In accordance with biology department policy, you must have a passing average in the laboratory section of the course in order to receive a passing grade for the semester.  

There will be three regular exams (Exams 1, 2, and 3) and a cumulative final exam (Exam 4). Your lowest grade on exams 1, 2 and 3 will be dropped; there are NO make-ups for any of these exams.  You must take the final exam at the time it is scheduled.  There is NO make-up for the final exam.

Attendance in lab is mandatory.  Any student who misses more than 2 labs will be dropped from the course.  The laboratory grade will be based on weekly quizzes and 2 laboratory practical exams.  The quizzes will consist of short answer questions and are given at the beginning of the laboratory period. Quizzes are based on material from the previous lab: material that is covered in lab as well as material in the lab material.  If you come in late, you will have less time to take the quiz; if you come in really late, you will miss the quiz.  Quizzes cannot be made up, but the 2 lowest quiz grades will be dropped at the end of the session.  Quizzes will make up 1/3 of your laboratory grade. 

The laboratory schedule will be distributed during the first lab.  Laboratory safety policies and expectations will be discussed during the first laboratory meeting.  Please be aware that shorts or skirts that expose the knee when sitting or standing are not permitted in lab.  Your shoes must fully cover and protect your toes. Sandals (with or without socks) or other shoes that expose all or some toes are not permitted in lab. Also, midriffs must be fully covered. Students who are not properly attired will not be allowed to enter the lab.  If a quiz or practical exam is given that day, the student will receive a grade of 0 for that quiz or exam.  Students who violate safety policies will be asked to leave the lab.  

Two laboratory practical exams will be given.  Each practical exam will count for 1/3 of your laboratory grade.  There are NO make-ups for the practical exams.

Exams 1, 2, 3 
 
50%

Exam 4

 
25%

Laboratory

 25%






100%





Your letter grade for the course will be assigned according to the following schedule:

	Course Average
	94 - 100
	90-93
	87-89
	84-86
	80-83
	77-79
	70-76
	67-69
	60-66
	< 60

	Final grade
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C+
	C
	D+
	D
	F


This syllabus is subject to change at any time at the discretion of the instructor.  Students are responsible for keeping current with changes made to this syllabus.

Lecture Outline

	Topic
	Assigned Reading

	Part 1

	Chapter 1: Can Science Cure the Common Cold?
	pp. 1-27

	Chapter 2: Are We Alone in the Universe
	pp. 28-51

	Chapter 3: Diet
	pp. 52-79

	Exam 1
	Monday, September 30 *

	

	Part 2
	

	Chapter 4: Life in the Greenhouse
	pp. 80-107

	Chapter 5: Cancer (Mitosis)
	pp. 108-130

	Exam 2
	Monday, October 21 *

	

	Part 3
	

	Chapter 5: Cancer (Meiosis)
	pp. 130-143

	Chapter 6: Are You Only as Smart as Your Genes?
	pp. 144-169

	Chapter 7: DNA Detective
	pp. 170-195

	Exam 3
	Monday, November 18 *

	

	Part 4
	

	Chapter 9: Where Did We Come From?
	pp. 224-253 

	Chapter 10: Natural Selection
	pp. 258-269

	Chapter 11: Who am I?
	pp. 278-311

	Chapter 12: Prospecting for Gold
	pp. 312-341

	Chapter 13: Is the Human Population Too Large?
	pp. 342-359

	Chapter 14: Conserving Biodiversity
	pp. 360-391

	Chapter 15: Where do You Live?
	pp. 400-419

	Final Exam
	Monday, December 16 *


*Exam dates are subject to change depending on the progress of the class and may be given earlier than the stated date.


