PROMPT: I would like to use this assignment to also evaluate students' skills in critical thinking. These are the outcomes in critical thinking (GLO2A): 
· Explain concepts, issues, and complex problems  
· Select and use discipline-specific information to investigate a point of view or conclusion  
· Analyze source material and apply concepts appropriately  
· Acknowledge context, assumptions, and biases  
· Defend a position and draw reasonable conclusions based on analysis and evidence, while acknowledging other perspectives  
· Acknowledge impact, implications, and possible consequences of their work
Please revise the rubric you already created to indicate where critical thinking is demonstrated.

Institutional Trajectory Mapping Assignment Rubric: Critical Thinking Focus
Total Points: 100 (Critical Thinking Skills Integrated Throughout)
I. Institutional Analysis (30 points)
	Points
	Performance Level
	Critical Thinking Demonstrations

	27-30
	Exceptional
	- Expertly explains complex institutional interactions

	
	
	- Selects and applies discipline-specific sociological concepts to investigate institutional impacts

	
	
	- Demonstrates sophisticated analysis of institutional source materials

	
	
	- Critically acknowledges contextual nuances and potential biases in institutional narratives

	--------
	-------------------
	----------------------------------

	23-26
	Strong
	- Clearly explains institutional structures

	
	
	- Uses sociological information to investigate institutional effects

	
	
	- Analyzes institutional sources with critical perspective

	
	
	- Recognizes contextual influences on institutional experiences

	--------
	-------------------
	----------------------------------

	19-22
	Adequate
	- Basic explanation of institutional concepts

	
	
	- Limited application of disciplinary information

	
	
	- Minimal source analysis

	
	
	- Superficial context recognition

	--------
	-------------------
	----------------------------------

	0-18
	Developing
	- Insufficient institutional explanation

	
	
	- Lacks critical use of sociological information

	
	
	- Minimal source or contextual analysis



II. Social Identity Impact (25 points)
	Points
	Performance Level
	Critical Thinking Demonstrations

	22-25
	Exceptional
	- Deeply analyzes intersectionality

	
	
	- Defends position on social identity impacts with robust evidence

	
	
	- Acknowledges multiple perspectives on identity experiences

	
	
	- Explores potential consequences of identity-based structural constraints

	
	
	- Critically examines underlying assumptions about social identity

	--------
	-------------------
	----------------------------------

	19-21
	Strong
	- Analyzes social identity influences

	
	
	- Presents evidence-based arguments about identity impacts

	
	
	- Recognizes multiple perspectives

	
	
	- Identifies key implications of identity experiences

	--------
	-------------------
	----------------------------------

	16-18
	Adequate
	- Basic recognition of identity impacts

	
	
	- Limited perspective-taking

	
	
	- Minimal exploration of identity implications

	--------
	-------------------
	----------------------------------

	0-15
	Developing
	- Superficial identity analysis

	
	
	- Lacks critical perspective

	
	
	- Minimal acknowledgment of identity complexities



III. Theoretical Integration (20 points)
	Points
	Performance Level
	Critical Thinking Demonstrations

	18-20
	Exceptional
	- Applies multiple sociological theories with nuanced analysis

	
	
	- Critically evaluates theoretical concepts

	
	
	- Demonstrates ability to synthesize complex theoretical perspectives

	
	
	- Draws well-reasoned conclusions from theoretical frameworks

	
	
	- Acknowledges limitations of theoretical approaches

	--------
	-------------------
	----------------------------------

	15-17
	Strong
	- Applies sociological theories effectively

	
	
	- Critically examines theoretical concepts

	
	
	- Connects theories to empirical observations

	
	
	- Draws reasonable conclusions from theoretical analysis

	--------
	-------------------
	----------------------------------

	12-14
	Adequate
	- Basic theoretical application

	
	
	- Limited critical examination of theories

	
	
	- Minimal theoretical synthesis

	--------
	-------------------
	----------------------------------

	0-11
	Developing
	- Minimal theoretical understanding

	
	
	- Lacks critical theoretical analysis



IV. Visualization Quality (15 points)
	Points
	Performance Level
	Critical Thinking Demonstrations

	14-15
	Exceptional
	- Creates visually complex representation of institutional impacts

	
	
	- Uses visualization to critically explain systemic relationships

	
	
	- Demonstrates creative problem-solving in data representation

	
	
	- Critically reflects on visualization choices and limitations

	--------
	-------------------
	----------------------------------

	12-13
	Strong
	- Clear visualization of institutional relationships

	
	
	- Thoughtful approach to representing complex information

	
	
	- Reflects on visualization methodology

	--------
	-------------------
	----------------------------------

	10-11
	Adequate
	- Basic visual representation

	
	
	- Limited critical reflection on visualization

	--------
	-------------------
	----------------------------------

	0-9
	Developing
	- Ineffective visualization

	
	
	- Lacks critical approach to information display





V. Writing and Analysis (10 points)
	Points
	Performance Level
	Critical Thinking Demonstrations

	9-10
	Exceptional
	- Demonstrates sophisticated analytical writing

	
	
	- Clearly defends positions with compelling evidence

	
	
	- Anticipates and addresses potential counterarguments

	
	
	- Explores broader implications of analysis

	
	
	- Critically reflects on potential consequences of interpretations

	--------
	-------------------
	----------------------------------

	7-8
	Strong
	- Clear analytical writing

	
	
	- Presents well-supported arguments

	
	
	- Acknowledges alternative perspectives

	
	
	- Reflects on analytical implications

	--------
	-------------------
	----------------------------------

	5-6
	Adequate
	- Basic analytical approach

	
	
	- Limited argument development

	
	
	- Minimal perspective acknowledgment

	--------
	-------------------
	----------------------------------

	0-4
	Developing
	- Insufficient analytical writing

	
	
	- Lacks critical perspective




Critical Thinking Outcome Tracking
Key Critical Thinking Skills Assessed:
1. Explaining complex concepts and problems ✓
2. Selecting and applying discipline-specific information ✓
3. Analyzing source materials ✓
4. Acknowledging context, assumptions, and biases ✓
5. Defending positions with evidence ✓
6. Exploring implications and consequences ✓
Grade Interpretation
· A: 90-100 points
· B: 80-89 points
· C: 70-79 points
· D: 60-69 points
· F: 0-59 points

