PROMPT: Identify four classroom activities for a General Sociology course that assesses the impact of social structure, particularly social institutions, on our individual experiences.

Social Structures and Individual Experiences: Classroom Activities
1. Institutional Trajectory Mapping
Learning Objective
Demonstrate how social institutions create different life pathways based on social identity and resources.
Activity Design
· Students create a visual life trajectory map
· Track hypothetical life experiences through key institutions: 
· Family
· Education
· Healthcare
· Employment
· Legal system
Process
1. Assign students different social identities (varying by race, class, gender, disability status)
2. Have them chart potential life paths using assigned identity
3. Compare and contrast institutional barriers and opportunities
4. Group discussion on structural inequalities
Reflection Components
· Written analysis of institutional impacts
· Critical examination of systemic advantages/disadvantages
· Connections to sociological theories of social mobility
2. Social Institution Interview Project
Learning Objective
Develop qualitative research skills while exploring institutional influences on individual experiences.
Project Structure
· Students conduct 2-3 in-depth interviews with individuals from different generations/backgrounds
· Interview focus: How social institutions have shaped their life experiences
Interview Themes
· Educational opportunities
· Career trajectories
· Family formation
· Healthcare access
· Community involvement
Deliverables
· Comprehensive research report
· Oral presentation
· Theoretical analysis connecting personal narratives to broader social structures
3. Institutional Policy Simulation
Learning Objective
Understand how policy changes in social institutions create ripple effects on individual experiences.
Simulation Design
· Students role-play different stakeholders in a policy change scenario
· Examples of institutional policy scenarios: 
· Minimum wage adjustment
· Healthcare reform
· Educational funding redistribution
· Family leave policy changes
Activity Components
· Assigned roles representing diverse stakeholders
· Research institutional context
· Develop policy recommendations
· Debate potential impacts on different social groups
Assessment
· Quality of role-playing
· Depth of institutional analysis
· Understanding of systemic interconnections
4. Media Representation and Institutional Narratives
Learning Objective
Critically analyze how media representations reflect and reinforce institutional structures
Project Design
· Analyze media artifacts through sociological lens
· Examine how institutions are portrayed
· Explore impact on individual perceptions and experiences
Media Analysis Categories
· News coverage
· Entertainment media
· Advertising
· Social media representations
Analytical Framework
· Identify institutional narratives
· Examine power dynamics
· Analyze representation of different social groups
· Connect media representations to broader social structures
Presentation Requirements
· Multimedia presentation
· Theoretical interpretation
· Critical reflection on institutional storytelling
Overarching Learning Goals
· Develop sociological imagination
· Recognize individual experiences as socially constructed
· Understand complex institutional dynamics
· Apply theoretical frameworks to real-world contexts
Assessment Strategies
· Emphasize critical thinking
· Encourage personal meaning-making
· Use rubrics aligned with course learning outcomes
· Incorporate peer and self-reflection components

