
Good afternoon, Dr Notarianni-Girard! 
 
It was so nice to see you yesterday afternoon to catch up.  
 
You were so influential during my four years at CCRI. Without your kind support, I never 
would have achieved a baccalaureate in Classics. I graduated summa cum laude in Spring 2018. 
Phi Beta Kappa, the honors fraternity, also chose to induct me. While at URI, I managed to 
become a course assistant in four Latin courses. I managed to spend a summer helping tutor 
Medieval Greek at Trinity College Dublin. During that same internship experience, I aided the 
world-leading scholar of Apollonius of Rhodes with her research. In my own off-time, I also 
studied Modern and Old Irish. Now I can say I'm the proud student of seven languages! Your 
mentorship while I was at CCRI inspired me to try the more challenging of them.  
 
The door to these incredible experiences opened during your French classes. You encouraged 
me to develop a love of exploring culture and language. Studying a Romance language aided me 
in Latin. But it also helped me see how culture affects language and vice versa. I could also see 
the influences of Latin versus Germanic on French. As you know, Ancient Greek isn't part of 
that lineage. But the grammar and syntax points reviewed in your classes were universal. Not to 
mention the general confidence I gained in public speaking in your class! Struggling through 
conversations and speeches taught me there's other ways to explain things. Even when the words 
won't always come! As people, we're all struggling to understand each other. Sometimes, all it 
takes is a little patience.  
 
I'm currently applying for a PhD. While my topic is more historic than lingual, I will need to 
apply all the languages in my command to do the work. In the meantime, I'm the youngest 
Chair at the Stephen Hopkins House in Providence, RI at 26. I currently oversee outreach, 
including social media promotion, specialty tours, and lectures. I've gotten the chance to speak 
French in Ireland, Canada, and right here in Rhode Island. And it's all thanks to the guidance 
and inspiration I received from you at CCRI.  
 
	  


