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The Rhine River
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“The Noblest of Rivers” -Freidrich Hölderlin
The Rhine is a large river located in central Europe. It flows northwest from the Alps in Switzerland and travels 766 miles until it reaches the Netherlands and the North Sea. Although the Rhine journeys primarily through Germany, it also borders into Austria, Liechtenstein and France. Because the landscape varies so greatly, the river has been divided into different topographical regions: The Alpine Rhine, The High Rhine, The Upper Rhine, The Middle Rhine and The Lower Rhine Delta. 


Near the place of the rivers birth, high in the Swiss Alps, The Alpine Rhine begins with its tributaries, the Vorderrhein
 and the Hinterrhein
 in the Rhaeton-Romansh Swiss canton of Graubünden. Here the river drops from 1965 feet to 1299 feet above sea level and enters Lake Constance.

The High Rhine begins when the river exits the lake and travels west towards Basel, Switzerland. Here the most noticeable attribute of the river is the Rhine Falls, which is the largest waterfall in all of Europe. It is 75 feet tall and 450 feet long. This area takes us another 469 feet closer to sea level.
The Upper Rhine Begins in Basel at the Rhine Knee, where the river turns north once again and continues until Mainz, Germany. This section of the Rhine has been the most changed by modernization, mainly with areas of the river straightened, canaled or dammed off to improve navigation and to supply various industry. 
From Mainz, the river turns northwest and travels towards Bonn, Germany, through the Rhine Slate Mountains. This area is often referred to as The Romantic Rhine, because of the natural beauty of the landscape combined with many historic castles and ruins. In 2002 this region was named a UNESCO
 World Heritage site.
After Bonn, the river levels out in the meadows and plains of the Lower Rhine region. Here the land is flat and the mighty Rhine begins to branch off in many places. It creates a complex system of waterways which travel towards the Netherlands and the North Sea.
Because of the Rhine’s length and location it has been a critical lifeline of central Europe for centuries. Many peoples have lived along its banks, including the Celts, Several Germanic Tribes, the Romans and the Franks, which eventually evolved into modern day France and Germany. Beyond the necessities of land acquisition, the Rhine has served as a vessel of culture. It has proven invaluable throughout the years for commerce, industry, war and religious pilgrimage. The trail of Christianity and political power is evident in the massive cathedrals and ancient castles which sprung up in every city along the river’s edge. 

For this reason, tourism in the Rhine regions has been popular since the early 1800’s, when the Romantic era took hold and rediscovered the beauty in the landscape. Ships began taking travelers up and down the river to experience the temperate climate, the magnificent views and the stunning history of the Rhine in central Europe.
“Beneath me flows the Rhine, and, like the stream of Time, it flows amid the ruins of the Past.” -Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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Cologne
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The City of Vibrant Life
A village of the Ubii
 was first settled in this area in 38 BC; although the city of Cologne
 was not founded by the Romans until 50 AD when it was called Colonia Claudia Ara Agrippinensium or simply, Colonia. Quickly the town became a center for the Roman Empire and many Imperial Governors of Rome lived within the walls, creating an environment bustling with trade and industry. The City grew to encompass both side of the Rhine River and a bridge was built to unite the city. Colonia served as the capital of the Roman Empire north of the Alps until its collapse, when the Franks
 gained control of the city in the fifth century. 
Under Franconian rule the people of Cologne united as Christians. Archbishops, who were prince-electors
, ruled the city for many years, and much growth and strife occurred during this time. Original city walls were torn down for expansion and trade was at an all-time high, however, uprisings against the Archbishops were frequent and bloody.
In 1288, the people eventually ended the Archbishop’s rule in the Battle of Worringen, leading to their exile from Cologne. After this, Cologne was designated a Free Imperial City
 under the Holy Roman Empire by Emperor Friedrich III. This was a prosperous time for the city as well, and it became a center of religion, politics and trade in Europe. 

The French Revolution came to Cologne in 1794, and the people of the city became French citizens by 1801. Under Napoleon’s rule, old elite powers in the city were wiped out and the city was modernized. This continued until 1814, when the French withdrew from the city and it was given over to the Prussian Empire. 
Conflict between Prussian Protestants and Roman Catholics eventually led to the deterioration of the Prussian Empire and the birth of the German Empire in 1871. During this time Cologne was made into a fortress to protect the new empire against future attacks from the French. 
The German Empire lasted until the end of World War I, at which time the British occupied Cologne. As a part of their demilitarization of Germany they removed and destroyed many of the fortress walls which allowed for further expansion of the city itself. When the Nazis came to power and World War II began the population of Cologne was at an all-time high, with over 770,000 inhabitants.

Unfortunately, the City of Cologne suffered tremendously during 262 air raids conducted by the allied forces. Over 70% of the city was evacuated or killed, including the 11,000 Jews who once called Cologne home. By the time the war was finished in 1945, over 95% of the old town and city buildings were destroyed.
The devastation from the bombings came at a great cost to historical landmarks throughout the city, although many were reconstructed throughout the post war period. Because so much of the city needed to be rebuilt the opportunity was created to improve the road systems and city centers. The population once again flourished, and today the population of Cologne is around one million.
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The Cathedral
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When the city of Milan was conquered in 1164, the relics of the Three Magi
 were acquired and relocated to Cologne. Because religious pilgrims began flocking to the city to see the holy relics it was decided a new, grand cathedral would be built, worthy to house and display them. 
On August 15, 1248 the first foundation stone was laid for a new High Gothic style cathedral on the site of an old Roman temple along the banks of the Rhine. In 1322, the partly finished cathedral was consecrated as “Hohe Domkirche St. Petrus
” and part of the nave was sealed off from the construction so it could be used for services. However, it was an incredibly ambitious design, and work was slow going. By the end of the Middle Ages
, due to lack of funds and an overall lack of interest, construction came to a complete halt. For 300 years, the massive cathedral sat incomplete in the city; both the north side of the nave and the towers were unfinished (Figure A).
It was not until the 1800’s when interest again picked up in the Kölner Dom
 and construction was encouraged by the Romantic Period
. In 1842 work resumed on the cathedral, and after only 38 more years of construction, 632 years after it began, the Dom was finally completed in 1880. It served as a symbol of national pride and superior craftsmanship, and for four years it was the tallest building in the world, rising 517 feet above the streets of Cologne. The entire building is 476 feet long and 283 feet wide, a remarkable size in comparison to any other local churches and cathedrals. The Choir alone is the largest in Germany, with 104 seats, and St. Peter’s bell, the largest of eight, weighs 26 tons. 
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During World War II, the cathedral did take some damage from the many bombings. Although virtually the entire city was reduced to rubble, the nave and two massive towers of the Dom remained standing (Figure B). Many attributed this to divine intervention, or mercy on the part of the Allies, but in actuality the cathedral was saved in the air raids because it was necessary as a navigational tool; rising high into the air, allowing pilots to pinpoint their locations in an otherwise destroyed and desolate area. 

In the reconstruction period after the war, repairs were made to the cathedral and the city was rebuilt around it. Still a symbol of German national pride, it was named a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1996, and attracts over 20,000 visitors a day, making it the most popular tourist attraction in Germany. 

The Culture
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The current culture in Cologne is full of vibrancy and life. Steeped both in tradition and modern mentality the people take pride in their city. Natives born there are referred to as Kölner, while foreigners feeling the pulse of the city in the hearts are referred to as Kölsche. Often considered a populace of their own kind, the people of Cologne even have their own region specific German dialect, called Kölsch. This is not to be confused with Kölsch bier, a pale lager which can only be produced in Cologne and the immediate area (Figure C). This leads to another aspect of Cologne’s culture involving a rivalry with neighboring conservative Düsseldorf. This rivalry includes everything from football to politics and even beer; it would not be wise to order an AltBier
 in a Cologne Brauhaus
 because it is likely you will be ridiculed by the Kölner inside. 
Rivalry is not the only thing on the people’s minds in the city. In embracing their vast blended history the Kölner are very interested in the arts, music and theater. Cologne also boasts over 30 world class museums on varying topics from religion to chocolate. 
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On an even sweeter note, a newer tradition has developed on the Rhine itself, on the Hohenzollernbrücke
 which spans the river. In the last decade or so, couples have adopted a tradition seen elsewhere in the world. As a sign of their endless affection, they affix a padlock on the bridge’s rails and then toss the keys into the Rhine below, forever locking together their love (Figure D). Although the tradition is still fairly new, it is estimated the weight of the locks, many engraved with dates and initials, is over two tons. 
The Upper Middle Rhine
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Koblenz – The German Corner

Located at the joining of two great rivers, Father Rhine and Mother Moselle, Koblenz is considered the starting point of the Upper middle Rhine region (Figure E). First settled by the Romans in 9 BC and called Castellum apud Confluentes
 it has had a long and tumultuous history. After the Romans, the city came under the rule of the Franks, and then the Prussians before eventually coming into the German Empire. Evidence of many cultures are visible in the churches, cathedrals, palaces and monuments of the city.

The most famous monument is the Deutches Eck, which was constructed in 1891 by Kaiser Wilhelm II at the merging of the two rivers. It was to serve as a symbol of the unity of the German Empire. Unfortunately, the original monument was destroyed by Allied bombers during World War II, as was much of the city. During the French ruled period immediately following the war, a German flag was placed on the site of the ruined statue. This flag remained for 48 years, until in 1993 a private [image: image15.jpg]


citizen of Koblenz paid to have the monument reconstructed. Once again, it serves as a symbol of post-war German unity, and is a source of pride for locals. 
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Marksburg Castle – The Medieval Survivor 
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Above the town of Braubach, high on a hill, sits the Marksburg (Figure F). Original construction began in the 1100’s in order to defend the valley below from attack and collect taxes for passage along the Rhine. Over the centuries, different families acquired or came into possession of the castle and added new wings and fortifications as needed. Oddly enough, the castle, nor the valley and town, were ever attacked. In a time when every other castle along the Rhine was being sacked and destroyed the Marksburg remained untouched. It was only exposed to limited shell fire during World War II, and escaped the widespread damage seen in other areas of Germany. 
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Some of this good fortune is attributed to the castle’s Patron Saint, Mark. According to legend, back when the castle was still called Burg Braubach, a castle maiden was to marry a dark night, which the castle’s monk believed to be evil. Upon praying in the tower chapel to Saint Mark, the monk was told the knight was indeed the Devil, and must be killed. The next day the monk spread word throughout the castle and the knight was slain, sending the Devil back to Hell and releasing the castle from his grip. Because of this, the Burg was renamed Marksburg Castle, in homage to the Saint, and was never to be endangered again.


In 1900, the Marksburg was purchased by the German Castle Association for 1,000 gold marks to be used as their headquarters. This organization has not only preserved the Marksburg, but other historical castles and buildings in Germany as well.
Lorelei – The Murmuring Rock
[image: image19.jpg]


[image: image20.jpg]



The most famous natural feature of the Rhine Gorge landscape is Lorelei Rock (Figure G). Rising out above the waters of the Rhine 433 feet in the air, this cliff of granite has been the notorious for centuries. At this narrowest point, the Rhine takes a sharp turn, making navigation difficult for sailors because of all the unseen jagged rock in the currents of the water. Many ships and lives were lost in this area of the river, and local folklore has an answer for all this misfortune.

According to legend, there was once an attractive young maiden who, heartbroken over an unfaithful lover, attempted suicide by jumping from the cliff into the river below. Instead of dying however, she was transformed into a siren. With long blond hair and little clothing she had the power to mesmerize men, and would sing down to the sailors, distracting them from their duties. Once they were focused on her and her song, the ships would drift in the current to the hidden rocks and tear apart, sending the men to their doom. 

It has been long known the whistling song heard from the rock is really the sound of the wind whipping around the face of the cliff. Modern day navigational equipment has also made traveling this area of the river much safer. As a monument to the sailors tragically lost throughout the years a statue of Lorelei now sits below the rocks along the Rhine.
Rüdesheim am Rhein – The Birthplace of Riesling

Originally settled by the Celts and various Germanic tribes, Rüdesheim sprung up as a wine making center when the Romans discovered and expanded the town. The natural landscape in the surrounding Rheingau region was ideal for vineyards and grape growing. It is said the Riesling grape was cultivated here, and is the key ingredient of Riesling wine. Around 1000 AD Rüdesheim was renowned for its excellent wine and location for trade. 
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Brömserburg Castle (Figure H) was built in the 10th century to fortify the town and is the oldest castle in the Rhine Gorge. With walls over seven feet thick it successfully thwarted attack for centuries. Initially, Brömserburg was a water castle, built directly on the Rhine, however years of shifting along the river now places the castle well off the banks. Today, the castle houses the Rheingauer Weinmuseum
.

Never of any strong political or strategic importance, Rüdesheim has been virtually unaffected by modern warfare, and much of the original old town and buildings remain standing. A popular aspect of this is many intricate medieval allies throughout the town connecting shops and homes to the harbor. The Drosselgasse
 is the most popular with tourists, which flock to the cobblestone walking streets to experience the culture via music, cuisine and wine. Rüdesheim is so proud of their history in the wine making industry they elect a Weinkönigin
 every year, as a representative of their culture to neighboring towns and cities.
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The City of Romance

Located just east of the Rhine down the Neckar River, in the Rhine Rift Valley between two mountain ranges is Heidelberg. Settlements and villages were set up in this area by the Celts before the Romans built a fort to protect the area in 40 AD. Around the 3rd century the Romans were forced out and control of the fort went to Germanic tribes. 


The first reference to modern day Heidelberg is in a document from 1196 AD, where it was called Heidelberch and controlled by the Holy Roman Empire. During this time the Prince-Electors lived in the castle for many centuries. 


In 1386 AD Elector Palatine Rupert I founded Heidelberg University, which was the third university under the Holy Roman Empire. Along with the creation of the school, a library was constructed and founded in 1421. Both are now the oldest surviving structures of this type in all of Germany, and still in use today.

Throughout the religious wars of the 1600’s Heidelberg was attacked often and came under the control of the French several times, although power was restored to the Prince-Electors by the turn of the 18th century. After 1720, most of the attention Heidelberg received as a political city of importance diminished when the Prince-Elector moved court to nearby Mannheim, abandoning the ruined castle and town below. 

In the years following the removal of the court, life in Heidelberg remained relatively peaceful. In the 1800’s the ruins of Heidelberg castle served as a symbol of national pride during the Napoleonic Wars and was discovered later by the Romantics. Philosophers and artists flocked to the picturesque city for inspiration and reflection. 

Both World Wars spared the city from overwhelming destruction, which was a change of pace from Heidelberg’s tumultuous past. Because the area was never a strategic focus of Allied attack many historical city landmarks survive to this day. This includes not only the castle, university and library, but aspects of the Altstadt
 such as the Zum Ritter Sankt Georg
, the oldest house is Heidelberg, erected in 1592, and the bridge gate, which was part of the original town wall. 


Today Heidelberg is a cultural hotspot because of the young and blended population, 20% of which are students currently attending the university. It is also one of the most popular tourist destinations in all of Germany, hosting thousands of international visitors a year.
The Castle

The history of Heidelberg castle is long and eventful. Constructed and deconstructed in several stages throughout the 500 years of its use as the seat of the Electorate of the Palatinate, the castle was in an almost constant state of change. The various styles of architecture each succeeding Prince-Elector utilized to rebuild and refortify the castle boasts of the castle’s prosperity (Figure I). Unfortunately, war was no stranger to Heidelberg’s massive stone walls and evidence of this turbulent past is apparent in the ruins today. 

In 1400 the Emperor of Germany, Rupert III came to Heidelberg with his court and found the early castle to be much too small. He began construction of what is now known as the Ruprechtsbau
, the oldest residential building of the castle. It is a simple building with a gothic entrance adorned with the Imperial Seal of the eagle, representing this house as the highest in the land, where the Emperor resides. During this time the castle was also serving as a prison for Antipope John XXIII
 until his later transfer to Mannheim. Today, the ground floor of the Ruprechtsbau is a castle museum.

In the early 16th century, Elector Ludwig V continued with castle construction with many functional buildings, including: the Ökonomiebau
, which contained the kitchens and pantries, the Ludwigsbau
, the Soldatenbau
and the fountain hall. The Soldatenbau is now an administrative building for the castle. 

Mid- century, Elector Frederick II completed the Gläserner Saalbau
, a structure famous for its upper floor, which was once adorned with panels of fine Venetian mirrored glass. The arched façade of the building is of renaissance style with gothic influence. The gables are decorated with carved figures of sirens and dolphins, nostalgic of Rhineland folklore. The design of this building took into consideration another building, the Ottheinrichsbau
, which contained living quarters, a ballroom and a reception hall. This building is famous for its intricate renaissance façade, which boasts numerous statues of ancient heroes, rulers and mythical creatures. Today the Ottheinrichsbau is mainly a preserved façade, although there is a pharmacy museum in the basement of the building.

The Friedrichsbau
 was constructed immediately after and in a similar style to the Ottheinrichsbau in the early 1600’s by Elector Frederick IV. Once again, many statues adorn the façade, depicting the lineage of the Prince-Electors. This building is the only of all Heidelberg’s ruins to be chosen for restoration. Inside, you can see the detailed architecture in the upper rooms which once served as living quarters for the Electoral family, as well as the original castle chapel below. 

The next castle construction was the Englischebau
, which was built by Frederick V in 1613 to please his English bride, Princess Elizabeth Stuart. Because there was no more room in the palace courtyard this building was crafted upon one of the castle walls overlooking Heidelberg. Surviving stucco on the ruins show traces of intricate artwork and ornate features throughout the building, although it is almost entirely destroyed. Another interesting structure completed by Frederick V was Elizabeth’s Gate, which according to legend was built in only one night near the gardens as a surprise for his wife’s birthday. It is a massive archway with woodland animals carved into the stonework.

These were the last of the buildings constructed at Heidelberg castle. In 1618 Frederick V agreed to become the King of Bavaria, thus starting the Thirty Years War
, the longest and bloodiest engagement in European history. For this reason the castle came under attack and expansion was no longer possible. During this time Frederick V fled the Palatine as a criminal, while Heidelberg was attacked three times and came under the control of three different Emperors before the war finally ended in 1648.

Peace was not long lasting; in 1688 the French marched on castles of the Palatinate, set on destroying their strongholds and thwart future attacks during the Nine Years War
. Heidelberg castle was captured in 1689 and burned by the French army, along with some of the town. However, once the French withdrew the undaunted Elector Johann Wilhelm rebuilt the destroyed walls and towers. When the French returned in 1693, they burned most of the old town and again captured the castle itself. This time, the French took more care to ensure Heidelberg would not be reconstructed as a fortress, and used explosives to tear the thick towers of the castle in half. 

Indeed, this time the French successfully stopped any reconstruction of the castle, instead it was repaired for limited usage and the court was moved to Mannheim. Years later, in 1764, as Prince-Elector Karl Theodor was preparing to move back into the castle it was struck by lightning – twice - within a few hours and the resulting fires burned what was left of the great castle to the ground. This was taken as an omen from God, and the Prince-Elector abandoned his plans to return to Heidelberg and it was left a ruin (Figure J). 

In the years following, the castle was quarried by townsfolk for materials to build their own homes and the gardens became overgrown. It was in this state the romantic poets and artists discovered the remains of the castle, and efforts were made to preserve what was not already lost. Because of this effort, the Friedrichsbau was restored, and the castle became the highlight of tourism in the city.
The Culture

In honor of the castle’s tragic history, yearly three castle burning festivals are held in Heidelberg. The ruins are lit with fiery light to symbolize the three times the castle burned, twice because of the French and once by nature. Following the lighting, a fifteen minute fireworks display is set off over the Neckar, above the castle, in remembrance of the lessons learned by war (Figure K).  


When the city is not in festival, another reminder is present in the form of art. The Brückenaffe
  is a statue located on one side of the Old Bridge (Figure L). Two mice sit below the monkey, who is holding a mirror, beside a note which reads an inscription urging the people of Heidelberg to look back over their shoulders before judging, because all people outside the city and within are created equal. 

A third reminder of the city’s eventful past lay across the river, and is the Philosophenweg
 which rises on the mountain opposite the castle. Along this path are stunning views across the Neckar to the old town. Many famous thinkers such as Eichendorff, Hölderlin, Goethe and Twain, were inspired here, while looking back on the castle ruins. Today it is popular with professors, students and tourists.

Speyer
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The City of Kings

Speyer is one of the oldest cities in Germany, dating back to 10 BC. The Romans recognized the strategic location of where the city now stands, and built a series of forts along the Rhine River, calling the colony Civitas Nemetum. Settlements of friendly Germanic tribes were allowed by the Romans and before long the settlement was considered the crossroads of the Rhine, due to its nearness to the Neckar River and the Roman border. For several hundred years the settlement prospered, and the Roman border advanced across until the Alemanni
 forced the Romans back to the forts of Speyer in 275 AD. The entire town was destroyed and abandoned, and the Romans, over the next 200 years, were unable to gain back control of the area from the various attacking Germanic tribes. In 454, the Romans withdrew from this region and their claim on a Rhine border entirely. The evidence of the loss of Roman culture and language is evident here, as the town was renamed Spira, in Germanic fashion around 500 AD.

In the 6th century the Franks came into power and the city became part of the Austrasian Kingdom. Religion became a key element of Speyer and the city grew around many churches and monasteries. Bishops were given immunity from taxes and gained control over the city, acquiring wealth in possessions and river taxes. This caused strife among the Nobility of the Empire and the church as to who really had supreme authority. 

1024 AD marked a huge turning point in city’s history. Konrad II was elected King of Germany, and since he was from the Speyer District the city was catapulted to the top of political prominence. To celebrate the now religious and imperial importance of the city, Konrad II began the construction of the cathedral in 1030 AD. 


In 1084 AD, Bishop Rudiger Huzmann prepared a walled off section of the city for the Jews and invited them to settle there, which was unheard of during this time. He went so far as to grant them special privileges and provide protection for them as necessary, setting an example for other cities in the Empire. The ruins of their Synagogue and Mikveh
 are the oldest in all of Central Europe.

Another turning point in the city’s history occurred in 1294, when the Emperor declared Speyer a Free Imperial City, effectively ending the rule of the Bishops and allowing the people to answer only to the Emperor or King. From this point on, Speyer lived in relative peace, until the outbreak of the Thirty Years War, when it was utilized as a troop camp and military hospital. The city was still recovering from this war when the outbreak of the Nine Years War began and the French attacked Speyer. This time, the city was not so fortunate, and rather than capturing the area the French sought only to destroy the fortifications and city walls, much like they did in Heidelberg. In 1688 the entire population was expelled and the town was put to the torch. Over 700 buildings were lost, including all but one of the City’s original city towers, the Altpörtel
, which was part of the original city wall dating back to 1230 AD. Legend states this tower was saved when a monk begged a French General to spare the building, declaring if it fell, his beloved monastery would be crushed. Apparently the General was swayed, and the explosives in the tower removed. Because of this the Altpörtel is the largest surviving city gate in all of Germany.

France remained in control of Speyer until after the Napoleonic Era, when it was decided the city would become the capital of the Palatinate, part of the Kingdom of Bavaria. For the next hundred years, the city prospered and expanded beyond the old city walls. There was relative peace in the city until World War I, when the French once again took control of the city. In the years following the war, while the German Economy struggled, the Nazi Party came to power. 


In 1938, Speyer was involved in Kristallnacht
, which led to the further destruction of the Jewish synagogue. The Jews living in the city at the time were either killed or sent to concentration camps, their property’s either seized or destroyed. During this time, authorities chose to ignore the acts of the Nazi’s.

During World War II Speyer for the most part was spared from air raids, and only the train station and bridge across the Rhine were destroyed. After Allied victory in 1945, and the formation of the Federal Republic of Germany, Speyer became a part of the Rhineland-Palatinate, and the city once again prospered. 
The Cathedral

The Speyer Cathedral, officially titled The Imperial Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption and St Stephen is the largest Romanesque style cathedral in all of Europe. Construction began in 1030 AD, was paused for consecration in 1061 (Figure M). By the time it was completed in 1106 AD it already housed the mortal remains of Conrad II and his son Henry III, two of the eight emperors and kings which would eventually be buried within the cathedral over the next 300 years. 

The cathedral is made of red sandstone, and was considered one of the most beautiful and ambitious projects of its time. Symmetry was critical in the design, which boasted 4 towers, one in each corner of the cathedral and rising 236 feet into the air. The vaulted ceilings of the interior were the second tallest north of the Swiss Alps, and the cathedral was also the first known building in the world to have a walking gallery wrapped around the entire perimeter. The cathedral originally dwarfed the city of Speyer, which only had about 500 inhabitants at the time.

The cathedral was almost entirely destroyed by the French in 1689 during the Nine Years war when troops torched the city. Original plans to tear down the cathedral and build a replacement were shot down by the population of Speyer, and almost 100 years after its destruction a plan was put in place to repair the badly damaged cathedral, which was shy two towers and half the nave. 

Again in the late 1700’s war came to the region and the majestic cathedral was used as a stable and field hospital, and almost demolished, but again it was saved by the outrage of citizens and church leaders. 

In the Mid 1800’s interest in returning the cathedral peaked, and construction resumed to restore the building to its original splendor (Figure N). During this height of the Romantic period the cathedral was elevated to the status of national monument, and in 1981 was named a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
The Culture

Speyer has had a long history, and the people of this area are fond of celebrating it. Ever since the city’s 2,000 year anniversary in 1990, a yearly event called Kaisertafel
 takes place. A table over 2,000 feet long is set up from the cathedral all the way down the main street to the Altpörtel (Figure O). Locals and travelers flock to the festival to feast at the King’s table and drink to Speyer’s birthday. 

Brezelfest
 is another popular summer festival, honoring the breaded snack which many natives to the region claim was developed here by bakers during times of war when ingredients were scarce. Although pretzels are available worldwide, Speyer pretzels are unique in texture and in process. To create the dark brown outer shell, while leaving the inner dough soft and pliable, the pretzel is dipped in lye. This technique is not done elsewhere in the world, making them unique to the Rhineland-Palatinate and Bavarian regions.

Also tying in with Speyer’s love and appreciation of history is the Historisches Museum der Pfalz Speyer
 which holds many ancient artifacts of the region. The people are particularly proud of the Golden Hat of Schifferstadt, discovered in the lands just outside of Speyer; it dates back to the Bronze Age, 1500 BC. It is believed to have been the ornamental golden hat of a priest. Another interesting relic found in a tomb near Speyer is the world’s oldest bottle of wine (Figure P). Inside the greenish glass there is still fluid mixed in with the various herbs and spices, which have clumped together over time. It is estimated wine is of Roman origin, and is 1700 years old. 
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� Vorderrhein – Anterior Rhine


� Hinterrhein – Posterior Rhine


� UNESCO - United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization


� Ubii – Early Germanic Tribe


� Cologne – German: Köln


� Franks – An alliance of Germanic Tribes


� Prince-Electors – Ability to elect kings, second only to the king or emperor


� Free Imperial City – Self-ruling and only second to the Emperor 


� Three Magi – Three Kings of the Nativity: Three Wise Men


�  Hohe Domkirche St. Petrus – High Cathedral of St. Peter


� Middle Ages – Period from 400 – 1500 AD – Also Medieval period 


� Kölner Dom – Cologne Cathedral


� Romantic Period – Era embracing intellect, the arts and literature


� AltBier – Beer produced in the Düsseldorf region


� Brauhaus – Brew house


� Hohenzollernbrücke – Hohenzollern Bridge


� Castellum apud Confluentes – Castle at the Confluence of the Rivers


� Rheingauer Weinmuseum – Rheingau Wine Museum


� Drosselgasse - Thrush


� Weinkönigin – Wine queen


� Altstadt – Old Town


� Zum Ritter Sankt Georg – Knight St. George


� Ruprechtsbau – Rupert’s building, residential


� Antipope John XXIII – Opposed to Pope Gregory XII


� Ökonomiebau – Economy building


� Ludwigsbau – Ludwig’s building, residential


� Soldatenbau – Sorldier’s building


� Gläserner Saalbau – Glass hall building


� Ottheinrichsbau - Otto Heinrich building


� Friedrichsbau – Frederick’s building


� Englischebau – English Building


� Thirty Years War – Religious war of the Holy Roman Empire


� Nine Years War – War between France and the European Coalition


� Brückenaffe – Bridge monkey


� Philosophenweg – Philosopher’s walk


� Alemanni – Germanic Tribe


� Mikveh – Jewish ritual bath


�Altpörtel -  Old gate


� Kristallnacht – Crystal night, also night of the broken glass


� Kaisertafel – Emperor’s table


� Brezelfest – Pretzel festival


� Historisches Museum der Pfalz Speyer – Historical museum of the Palatinate, Speyer





