CCRI tennis travels to Plano and Allen, Texas for the 2010 NJCAA Division III Tennis National Championships

Pre-tournament
At the seeding meeting for the tournament, CCRI was involved in the discussions for flight #1 singles, flight #3 singles and flight #1 doubles. Alexander Cavanagh (Middletown, RI) was not seeded although he did receive some consideration. Cooper Gillis (Barrington, RI) was awarded the #3 seed for flight #3 singles. Cavanagh and Timothy Steere (Glocester, RI)  were awarded the #2 seed for flight #1 doubles (even though they actually defeated the team from Mercer County Community College during the season who ended up being seeded #1).
One other bright spot was the re-institution of the Division III Player of the Year award, which was brought back in response to the virtual exclusively Division I selections for the ITA coaches awards in the recent years.  Many players were suggested for the honor…and the ultimate selection by the coaches present was Alexander Cavanagh from CCRI!!

Day 1 
Day one of the 2010 National Championship for Division III NJCAA tennis was not as kind to the Knights as it was last year. With four of the nine positions in action, CCRI managed to win two of our day one matches. The first match of the day to take to the courts was sophomore Alexander Cavanagh (Middletown, RI) in flight #1 singles. His opponent, Jordan Smith of Broome CC, is a teaching pro and an experienced player. Alex, having participated in the tournament last year, entered the draw as a known entity. Despite both player’s experience, they seemed nervous and tentative at the beginning of the match. Alex was able to jump out to an early break, but gave the break back midway through the set. The first set came down to a tiebreak, that Smith won 7-1. Cavanagh then regrouped and carried the second set 6-4, setting up the third and decisive set. Cavanagh broke in the first game, but then surrendered the break back and went on to surrender the set and the match by a final score of 7-6 (1), 4-6, 6-3. Cavanagh will now enter the backdraw and awaits the loser of the second-round first singles match between Smith and Cory Litka of Harford CC, a player Cavanagh has beaten twice already this season.

The next player to take to the courts was freshman Ashley Llewellyn (N Attleboro, MA) in flight #4 singles. Her opponent, Andrew Carlton from Eastfield College in Eastfield, TX, was not happy to be playing a female. Ashley caused quite a stir, in fact, among the spectators, the other participants and even the tournament staff. Taking advantage of some errors from the other player, and relying on her steady and consistent strokes, Llewellyn raced through the first set, 6-0! Carlton then regained some composure, and managed to break Llewellyn at 4-5 to grab the second set 6-4. Llewellyn then refocused and cruised through the third set 6-1, earning CCRI our first 2 points of the 2010 campaign. Llewellyn will next face the #1 seed in flight #4 singles, Billy Boykin from Oxford College.

The third player to take to the courts was sophomore Daniel Rivard (Scituate, RI) in flight #5 singles. Rivard matched up against Yonghua Cao of Kingsborough Community College. Rivard was expecting to do well, having performed well in last year’s tournament despite badly spraining an ankle two days before the team left for Texas. His opponent, however, had a much different fate in mind for him. Rivard ran into a buzz saw as Cao, possibly one of the best flight #5 players we have seen in the five years that we have been here, dispatched Rivard 6-1, 6-3. Cao looked better in terms of stroke production and consistency then did his own teammates in flight #2 and flight #3 singles. In fact, Cao played flight #2 or #3 for Kingsborough at the 2008 NJCAA National Tournament. Rivard now enters the back draw and awaits the loser of the second-round match between Cao and Raj Patel of Oxford college.

The last CCRI team of the day was the flight #2 doubles team of Cooper Gillis (Barrington, RI) and Matt Beatrice (Peacedale, RI). They faced Ken Boddie and Carl Longchamps of Onondaga Community College, a team that CCRI had seen in April when they came to play us in our weekend set of home matches. Gillis, having been part of a different #2 doubles team that lost to these same players in the April 10th match. Gillis and Beatrice dropped the first two games of the set before grabbing six of the next seven games, winning the first set 6-3. The two teams traded shots (and breaks of serve) back and forth in increasingly windy conditions. Boddie and Longchamps managed to grab a 4-2 lead and it looked like they were headed for a third set, but then Gillis and Beatrice rolled off four straight games to secure the set and the match, 6-3, 6-4. Gillis and Beatrice will next face top seeds Anwar Ferdinand and Travis Platek from Oxford College, the defending flight #2 doubles champions from 2009. The rest of the Knights enter the action on day 2 as well.

Day 2
Day two of the 2010 NJCAA Division III National Tennis tournament saw the Knights entering the day with high hopes, both for the team and for individual positions. At the end of the day, just individual hopes remain.

The first to take to the courts at 8:00am were Timothy Steere (Glocester, RI) and Cooper Gillis (Barrington, RI). Steere took to the courts against Travis Daigneault from Eastfield College and dispatched him easily 6-1, 6-0, earning the Knights 3 points and a spot in the Flight #2 semi-finals Wednesday at 8:00am. Steere will face Jason Bielski from Mercer County Community College in the semi-finals in a rematch of the first match of the season for the Knights. Steere dropped that first contest 7-5, 6-4. 

Gillis, the #3 seed in flight #3 singles, faced Christian Gonzales from Brookdale College and was not so fortunate, dropping the contest 7-6(1), 6-3. Gonzales had some questionable calls at some key points (particularly set point for the first set) but Cooper has no regrets, instead saying that had he put that point away two shots before like he should have it would have never come to that. Gillis was able to move into the backdraw tournament for #3 singles and reversed his fortunes with a 6-0, 6-1 victory over Nick Crandall from Broome Community College in a match where Gillis just never allowed his opponent a chance to get comfortable and into the match. The victory earned Gillis and the Knights 1 point and moved him into the Backdraw final which will take place tomorrow morning at 8:00am. 

Ashley Llewellyn (N Attleboro, MA), fresh off making NJCAA history on day one – no female had ever won a maindraw match in the NJCAA Men’s National Tournament in either Division I or Division III prior to her day one victory over Andrew Carlton of Eastfield College – faced the #1 seed at flight #4 singles, Billy Boykin of Oxford College. Boykin overmatched Llewellyn and was able to prevail, 6-0, 6-0 although there were many games that went to deuce and Llewellyn actually earned several break point chances on Boykin’s serve, simply failing to capitalize on any of them. Following her second match of the tournament, Llewellyn was not eligible to enter the backdraw and her singles tournament came to an end.

Daniel Rivard (Scituate, RI), following his first-round defeat, entered the backdraw for flight #5 singles and faced a player in Raj Patel from Oxford College that he probably could have beaten eight times if he played him ten. Unfortunately he was unable to get started this afternoon, and succumbed, 6-1, 6-3, ending his singles career for the Knights.

Matt Beatrice (Wakefield, RI) took to the courts in his Nationals singles debut in flight #6 against Juan Guerra of Eastfield College. CCRI’s experience with Eastfield had been favorable, but Beatrice ran into possibly their best player in Guerra. Guerra defeated Beatrice 6-3, 6-4. Beatrice entered the backdraw to face Anwar Ferdinand of Oxford College who ended Beatrice’s first Nationals experience abruptly with a 6-0, 6-2 defeat.

In flight #1 doubles, the #2 seeded pair of Alex Cavanagh (Middletown, RI) and Steere took to the courts to face Cory Litke and Josh Meier of Harford Community College – a team that they had already defeated twice in the regular season. Today’s result was equally impressive with Cavanagh and Steere rolling to a 6-2, 6-3 victory, securing 3 points for the Knights and a berth in the semifinals Wednesday at 1:00pm. They will face the #3 seeds from Brookdale College who is currently in first place overall.

Gillis and Beatrice entered the second round of the flight #2 doubles tournament to face the top seeds Ferdinand and Travis Platek from Oxford College. Fighting valiantly through the match the Knights weren’t able to ever get a good tempo going and were dispatched 6-3, 6-4, eliminating them from the tournament.

Llewellyn and Rivard entered their flight #3 doubles match against Yonghua Cao and Nicholas Walker from Kingsborough Community College and through a slow start, put up a battle in the second set. A key point in the match came on Walker’s service in the second set with the Knights up 4-2. At advantage in, Rivard hit a lob over Cao at the net and in front of Walker at the baseline. Walker played the shot – which appeared to be right on the line – but Cao called it out from the forecourt. That would have made the game score deuce and given the Knights a chance to extend to break again. Instead it stole the game and bothered the Knights who really never recovered and dropped the next three games to lose the set and the match, 6-1, 6-4. Llewellyn and Rivard enter the backdraw tomorrow at 1:00.

The final Knight to take the court for the day was flight #1 singles player Cavanagh in his first backdraw match. He faced Litke for the third time this season and dispatched him again, 6-3, 7-5, earning ½ point for the Knights in the process. For the 2010 season Cavanagh faced Litke three times in singles and three times in doubles and emerged victorious all six times. Cavanagh then had to play another match in the flight #1 singles backdraw and faced off against Ryne Fertitta from Rock Valley College. He proceeded to spot him a 5-0 lead in the first set. Cavanagh then reeled off 5 straight games and forced a tiebreak at 6-6 for the first set. Cavanagh jumped out to a 5-0 lead in the tiebreak before Fertitta was able to grab four straight points to pressure Cavanagh, but Alex responded winning the next two points to win the first set tiebreak 7-4. Cavanagh then rolled to a 6-2 second set victory, securing the match and an additional ½ point for the Knights. Cavanagh will face Steve Suboleski  from Glocester County College at 8:00am tomorrow.

So on a day where the Knights had 19 points at stake (a total that could have vaulted them into first place had they been able to secure them all) they were only able to secure eight. Combined with the four points from day one, the Knights sit at 12 points.

Day 3
Day three dawned with high hopes but ended with some positives and some disappointment. On a day when two positions were still alive in the main draw and three positions were fighting for points in the backdraw, only one position was able to emerge victorious.

Timothy Steere (Glocester, RI) took to the courts in the flight #2 singles draw semifinals. Facing off against Jason Bielski from Mercer County Community College, whom he faced in the first match of the season, Steere fought through some tough points and some tough games, only to fall for a second time to Mercer’s Bielski, this time 6-4, 6-3. 

Alex Cavanagh (Middletown, RI) took to the courts in the flight #1 singles finals facing Gloucester County College’s Steve Suboleski. CCRI and Gloucester have had three scheduled matches over the last two years and both players were in flight #1 singles at the 2009 National Tournament, but Cavanagh and Suboleski had never actually met before today’s contest. Suboleski, the 2009 runner-up in flight #1 singles in the main draw of the tournament, proved too much for Cavanagh as he succumbed 6-0, 6-1.

Ashley Llewellyn (N Attleboro, MA) and Daniel Rivard (Scituate, RI) took to the courts in a flight #3 doubles backdraw match, facing Juan Ramirez and Matt Romano from Mercer County Community College. Romano and Ramirez proved too much for the Knights as they defeated them 6-1, 6-3.

In flight #1 doubles, the #2 seeded pair of Cavanagh and Steere took to the courts to face the #3 seeded Tom Wolski and Nils Svenson of Brookdale Community College with a trip to the finals on the line and a guaranteed All-American designation for the winner of today’s match. Today’s result was not as impressive as we have come to expect from the pair, with Cavanagh and Steere falling to the Brookdale tandem, 6-4, 6-2.

The lone bright spot on the day was supplied by Cooper Gillis (Barrington, RI) in the flight #3 singles backdraw finals. Facing Travis McCaughan from Mercer County Community College, whom he had also faced in the first match of the 2010 season, falling to him in a third-set super tiebreak, Gillis  completely reversed his fortunes and defeated McCaughan 3-6, 6-3, 1-0 (10-4…in a super tiebreak!) The win was the lone victory for the Knights on the day and earned ½ point to close out our 2010 tournament experience with 12.5 points. Having come in with high expectations following a fifth place finish last year and a stronger season this year, the drop in production is disappointing, but all the kids gave excellent effort and have nothing whatsoever to be ashamed of. 

We bid adieu to Rivard, Cavanagh, and Ryan Lavoie who have completed their eligibility and look forward to next season with 5 players (4 starters) returning to fight the good fight once again!

