CCRI tennis travels to Plano and Allen, Texas for the 2010 NJCAA Division III Tennis National Championships

Pre-tournament
At the seeding meeting for the tournament, CCRI was involved in the discussions for flight #1 singles, flight #3 singles and flight #1 doubles. Alexander Cavanagh (Middletown, RI) was not seeded although he did receive some consideration. Cooper Gillis (Barrington, RI) was awarded the #3 seed for flight #3 singles. Cavanagh and Timothy Steere (Glocester, RI)  were awarded the #2 seed for flight #1 doubles (even though they actually defeated the team from Mercer County Community College during the season who ended up being seeded #1).
One other bright spot was the re-institution of the Division III Player of the Year award, which was brought back in response to the virtual exclusively Division I selections for the ITA coaches awards in the recent years.  Many players were suggested for the honor…and the ultimate selection by the coaches present was Alexander Cavanagh from CCRI!!

Day 1 
Day one of the 2010 National Championship for Division III NJCAA tennis was not as kind to the Knights as it was last year. With four of the nine positions in action, CCRI managed to win two of our day one matches. The first match of the day to take to the courts was sophomore Alexander Cavanagh (Middletown, RI) in flight #1 singles. His opponent, Jordan Smith of Broome CC, is a teaching pro and an experienced player. Alex, having participated in the tournament last year, entered the draw as a known entity. Despite both player’s experience, they seemed nervous and tentative at the beginning of the match. Alex was able to jump out to an early break, but gave the break back midway through the set. The first set came down to a tiebreak, that Smith won 7-1. Cavanagh then regrouped and carried the second set 6-4, setting up the third and decisive set. Cavanagh broke in the first game, but then surrendered the break back and went on to surrender the set and the match by a final score of 7-6 (1), 4-6, 6-3. Cavanagh will now enter the backdraw and awaits the loser of the second-round first singles match between Smith and Cory Litka of Harford CC, a player Cavanagh has beaten twice already this season.

The next player to take to the courts was freshman Ashley Llewellyn (N Attleboro, MA) in flight #4 singles. Her opponent, Andrew Carlton from Eastfield College in Eastfield, TX, was not happy to be playing a female. Ashley caused quite a stir, in fact, among the spectators, the other participants and even the tournament staff. Taking advantage of some errors from the other player, and relying on her steady and consistent strokes, Llewellyn raced through the first set, 6-0! Carlton then regained some composure, and managed to break Llewellyn at 4-5 to grab the second set 6-4. Llewellyn then refocused and cruised through the third set 6-1, earning CCRI our first 2 points of the 2010 campaign. Llewellyn will next face the #1 seed in flight #4 singles, Billy Boykin from Oxford College.

The third player to take to the courts was sophomore Daniel Rivard (Scituate, RI) in flight #5 singles. Rivard matched up against Yonghua Cao of Kingsborough Community College. Rivard was expecting to do well, having performed well in last year’s tournament despite badly spraining an ankle two days before the team left for Texas. His opponent, however, had a much different fate in mind for him. Rivard ran into a buzz saw as Cao, possibly one of the best flight #5 players we have seen in the five years that we have been here, dispatched Rivard 6-1, 6-3. Cao looked better in terms of stroke production and consistency then did his own teammates in flight #2 and flight #3 singles. In fact, Cao played flight #2 or #3 for Kingsborough at the 2008 NJCAA National Tournament. Rivard now enters the back draw and awaits the loser of the second-round match between Cao and Raj Patel of Oxford college.

The last CCRI team of the day was the flight #2 doubles team of Cooper Gillis (Barrington, RI) and Matt Beatrice (Peacedale, RI). They faced Ken Boddie and Carl Longchamps of Onondaga Community College, a team that CCRI had seen in May when they came to play us in our weekend set of home matches. Gillis, having been part of a different #2 doubles team that lost to these same players in the May 10th match. Gillis and Beatrice dropped the first two games of the set before grabbing six of the next seven games, winning the first set 6-3. The two teams traded shots (and breaks of serve) back and forth in increasingly windy conditions. Boddie and Longchamps managed to grab a 4-2 lead and it looked like they were headed for a third set, but then Gillis and Beatrice rolled off four straight games to secure the set and the match, 6-3, 6-4. Gillis and Beatrice will next face top seeds Anwar Ferdinand and Travis Platek from Oxford College, the defending flight #2 doubles champions from 2009. The rest of the Knights enter the action on day 2 as well.
