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Mark your 
Calendars!

Pride in CCRI Night at the PawSox Ticket Reservations
Name(s) __________________________________________________

Address ____________________________City ___________________

State ______  Zip Code ________

Telephone Number __________________________________________

Number of  tickets _________ @ $24 each    $ ____________________  

Check (Please make check payable to the CCRI Alumni Association)           

	 MasterCard             VISA		  AmEx

Credit card number______________________________Expiration date _______

“Pride in CCRI Night” at the PawSox
Under the tent, all-you-can-eat 

barbecue

 August 29, 2007

You and your family are invited to “Pride in CCRI 
Night” under the tent for an all-you-can-eat barbecue 
and game.

The Pawtucket Red Sox will be playing the minor 
league Buffalo Bisons (Cleveland Indians). 

Barbecue begins at 5 p.m. and the game 
will start at 7:05 p.m.

Tickets cost only $24 per person, with
children 2 and younger admitted free. 
 
To reserve tickets, send in the 
coupon below. For more information 
call 401-333-7150 or e-mail alumni@ccri.edu  
 
Tickets will be sent in July. 

CCRI Annual Alumni Event!
Sponsors: CCRI Alumni Association and the CCRI Athletic Department

CCRI alumnus Andy Carr (center) recently was presented with the Rhode 
Island House of Representatives’ Athletic Alumnus Award in a ceremony at the 
Statehouse. Carr, tennis coach in South Kingstown and also a CCRI Distin-
guished Alumnus, played tennis at CCRI in spring 1989 for his father, Ray Carr, 
and was Team MVP that year. He set a CCRI record with the most wins in a 
season, going 16-0, and was named New England Singles Champion. At URI, 
he was a three-year starter in singles and doubles, serving as team captain 
his junior and senior year. He has been teaching physical education/health in 
the South Kingstown school system since January 1994. He began coaching 
at South Kingstown High School as an assistant that spring, and has served as 
head coach since 1995. For the last nine years, he has coached his team to the 
Class A State Championships. Pictured with Carr are (from left) Rep. Kenneth 
Carter (D-Dist. 31); Jack Warner, Commissioner of the Rhode Island Board of 
Governors for Higher Education; his father, Ray Carr; and Dennis Moore, Assis-
tant to the President and Director of Marketing and Communications at CCRI.

CCRI 
sports 
update

Golf
The Knights golf team dominated 

the Region XXI Championship, 
shooting a two-day team total score 
of 647. The nearest two competitors 
were Springfield Technical Commu-
nity College with a score of 693 and 
Holyoke Community College with 
697. The victory earned the team its 
second consecutive appearance at the 
national championship. 

While the team victory was sweet, 
each individual performance was 
noteworthy on its own. Regional gold 
medalist CCRI freshman Joe Down-
ing (Portsmouth) shot a two-day total 
of 149. Downing had a seven stroke 
lead going into the final round and 
was able to hold off all other com-
petitors with a final round score of 
76. A competitor said, “Joe is like a 
machine; when he gets in the zone he 
is almost unbeatable.”  

Kyle DeCosta (Pawtucket) finished 
11 strokes behind his teammate with 
a score of 160, which secured second 
place for him. DeCosta followed 
his first round score of 82 with his 
best round of the season at 78. The 
Knights also grabbed the fourth-place 
spot – Andrew Bernardo (Warwick) 
shot 81 for a total score of 166. Greg 
Lakeway (Exeter) provided the team 
with a consistent two days of golf 
shooting 85 on the first day followed 
by an 87 on day two, and Trevor 
Woolley (North Kingstown) finished 
solidly by cutting six shots off of 
his first day score with an 89. The 
Knights traveled to Chautauqua 
Country Club in New York for the 
June 4 to 8 NJCAA Division III Na-
tional Championship.   

Tennis
After a brief but intense winning 

season, Joana Augustine (Providence, 
via Leer, Niedersachen, Germany) 
suffered a heartbreaking loss to 
her Oxford College opponent, 6-0 
and 6-1, in the NJCAA Division 
III Women’s Tennis No. 1 Singles 
Championships. Her second place 
finish, though, still earned her Second 
Team All-American honors; Augus-
tine is the first woman, third overall, 
CCRI tennis player to earn All-Amer-
ican status.  

Meanwhile, the CCRI men’s ten-
nis team fought valiantly but came 
away from its national championship 
matches without a win. Though the 
team’s national championship dreams 
did not come true, its members can 
boast an excellent season. For the 
young program to have made the cut 
for nationals for the second year in a 
row shows that the CCRI Knights are 
building momentum and will con-
tinue to do so.  

Softball
The CCRI Lady Knights softball 

team suffered a loss to Orange Coun-
ty CC in the Region XXI Tournament 
championship games, with 3-1 and 4-

1 the finals. With the losses, the Lady 
Knights end the season 12-9, but still 
claim the region title. 

Softball standout Jasmine Bonanca 
(Swansea, Mass.) leaves her two 
years behind after helping rewrite the 
CCRI softball record book. Bonanca 
holds the single-season record in 
hits with 46 set last year; the single 
game mark for triples with two in one 
game, a feat she accomplished in both 
years; the career mark of 16 doubles 
and seven triples. She also ranks 
No. 2 in career hits with 80 and No. 
2 in career batting average with an 
impressive .580.

Baseball
The Knights baseball team fell to 

No. 12 ranked UConn-Avery Point 
with finals of 9-1 and 6-5 in the 
Region XXI Championships. They 
finish season 17-14-1. Both games 
were late-inning bouts of bad luck 
for the Knights. Game 1 was a close 
one with a 2-1 score at the bot-
tom of the fifth, but UCAP rallied 
and expanded its lead to 5-1 by the 
seventh, adding four more insurance 
runs in the eighth. Game 2, where the 
Knights faced elimination, brought 
a new sense of urgency. CCRI took 
a 5-2 lead into the top of the seventh 
inning with pitcher Dave Gladding 
(Cranston) cruising through the first 
six innings and with two outs in the 
seventh. The Knights’ luck started 
unraveling with an error on a fly ball 
that put a man on base for UCAP. A 
series of walks and hits charged to 
both Gladding and reliever James 
Vaughn (Westerly) then gave UCAP 
the 6-5 lead. The Knights’ bats were 
quiet in the seventh and eighth in-
nings, but the team had a chance to tie 
the score in the ninth as John Amore 
(Johnston) led the inning off with a 
base hit and was sacrificed over by 
Blake Burns (Osceola, Fla.), put-
ting him in scoring position with one 
out. However, the Knights couldn’t 
rally enough to get Amore across 
the plate and the inning ended the 
Knights’ rally and season.

Track & Field
Kevin White (Swansea, Mass.) 

earned First Team All-American 
honors with his first-place finish 
in the 400m hurdles in a time of 
55.44 at the NJCAA Track & Field 
Nationals. White also placed fourth in 
the 110m high hurdles with a CCRI 
school record time of 15.82. Joining 
White in earning All-American honors 
was Michelle McNamee (Cranston) 
who earned Second Team All-Ameri-
can for her second place finish in 
the javelin throw with a distance of 
34.53m. Teammate Lee DeRosa (Man-
sfield, Mass.) ran for a seventh-place 
finish in the 100m dash, after logging 
a personal season’s best in the prelims 
with 11.07. DaRosa also looked good 
in the 200m run with a fifth-place fin-
ish.  Ronald Guenard (Cumberland) 
placed sixth in the 10k run in the time 
of 37:15.82. Guenard also ran the 5k 
but fell back to 13th place. Hunter 
Stewart (Foster) ran for eighth place 
in the 800m with a time of 2:04.41, 
after a season’s best in the prelims 
of 1:58.58. Kristin Vanhouwe (North 
Smithfield) ran for seventh place in 
the 1500m race in a time of 5:32.72. 
Vanhouwe also placed eighth in the 
800m run in a time of 2:46.53, and ran 
a season’s best in the prelims 2:41.06.

Honored alumnus

Athletic Director
Lou Pullano ’73
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Nursing Chair Doris Aline Fournier retires after 38 years 
Professor of Nursing Anita Creamer 

has a story about longtime colleague 
and retiring department chair Doris 
Aline Fournier that she likes to tell.

In the 1980s, Creamer had a student 
in her class who desperately wanted 
to become a nurse to provide for her 
family. The mother of five, recently 
abandoned by her husband, attended 
two lectures on the Lincoln Campus 
from 6 to 9 p.m. each week with 
her children in tow. “The oldest was 
about 12 or 13 and would baby-sit 
the others in the atrium while their 
mother was in class,” Creamer said.

In awe of the student’s dedication, 
Creamer told Fournier about her.

“Aline opened her pocketbook, 
wrote a check and said to me, ‘Would 
you give this to her for me?’” Cream-
er recalled. “And that wasn’t the only 
time I’ve seen her do that.”

Compassionate, generous, knowl-
edgeable, disciplined and fair are 
just some of the adjectives members 
of the CCRI community use when 
talking about Fournier. During her 
38-year tenure, she has developed a 
nationally recognized nursing cur-
riculum, increasing its number of 
programs from two to seven, bring-
ing on board new faculty, extending 
course offerings to all four campuses 
across the state and securing funding 
for state-of-the-art equipment in each 
of the nursing labs. 

Fournier, of Warwick, has been 
instrumental in training thousands 

of Rhode Island’s nursing force and 
her efforts will have a lasting impact 
on health care in the state. She has 
served as department chair for 30 of 
her 38 years at the college, which is 
symbolic of the faith faculty place in 
her consistent leadership. “She has 
been here through thick and thin,” 
Creamer said. “She is CCRI’s nursing 
program.”

In addition to her role as chair-
man, Fournier has been involved in a 
number of college activities, includ-

ing the academic advisory commit-
tee, the sabbatical committee and the 
fire science advisory board. She has 
also served as a college mentor. A 
registered nurse in Rhode Island, she 
is a member of the National League 
for Nursing and the American As-
sociation for Women in Community 
Colleges.

Reflecting on her career, Fournier 
is proud of the connections she has 
made statewide and the visibility she 
has helped create for nursing educa-

tion and for female faculty members. 
“I’ve given a lot of myself to CCRI 
and to this program,” she said. “It’s 
something I care about deeply.” 
Not one to take a day off for illness 
or pleasure, she thrives on change 
— “it’s never dull and never bor-
ing”— and running a tight ship. 

“She expects high standards from fac-
ulty and students so she is firm, but she 
is just as compassionate,” said CCRI 
Dean of Nursing Maureen McGarry.

If Fournier leads with what Paulette 
Osterman, chair of the level 2 nurs-
ing program, calls “military style,” 
it has a lot to do with her experience 
in the U.S. Army. Serving stints in 
Texas and Germany over a period of 
two-and-a-half years, Fournier was 
a captain in the Army Nurse Corps. 
It was through the Army she met her 
husband and moved to Rhode Island, 
where she accepted a teaching posi-
tion with the Rhode Island School of 
Practical Nursing. She joined CCRI 
three years later in 1969.

A retirement party honoring Fourni-
er was held May 11 at the Crowne 
Plaza in Warwick. She is working 
through the summer to help her re-
placement Margaret Clifton, currently 
an associate professor of nursing at 
CCRI, take the reins.

When she does officially retire, 
Fournier has some unusual plans — at 
least for her. On the agenda? “Visiting 
family, just relaxing and living life,” 
she said.

Nursing students present Nursing Department Chair Doris Aline Fournier with a 
framed print of worn nursing shoes in thanks of her 38 years of service to CCRI.

Alumni Class Notes continued ...
('03) Kevin Kretchman Jr. 
is now the assistant program direc-
tor of Phoenix Houses of New Eng-
land, the country’s largest nonprofit 
substance abuse treatment provider. 
He has also gained his license as a 
chemical dependency clinician with 
the assistance of CCRI.

Sonja Marxson and Arthur Butts 
IV were married Oct. 8, 2006, at 
St. Timothy’s Church in Warwick.

('04) Patrick M. McCarthy 
II graduated from Rhode Island 
College in May with a degree in 
public and professional communi-
cations.

Melissa (Turner) Picard and 
Mathew Picard were married in 

July 2004 and have a baby girl, 
Katelyn Marie, born April 6, 
2006.

Elizabeth A. Valente and Mi-
chael A. Zarro were married Nov. 
4, 2006, at the Hotel Viking in 
Newport.

('05) Kevin D. Dello Iaco-
no received his bachelor’s degree 
in theology from Providence Col-
lege on May 20. He plans to study 
for a master’s degree in biblical 
studies at Providence College dur-
ing the 2007-08 academic year.

Veronica Bruscini was the first-
place winner in Division 5 (College 
Level) for poetry in the 2007 R.I 
Council of Teachers of English Stu-

dent Writing Contest. She attended 
awards ceremony at the Johnson 
& Wales Pepsi Forum on May 
3, where she presented her poem 
“Dusk at Crescent Park.” The poem 
was published by the council. 

Dawn M. Shurtleff and Joseph 
D. Fontaine were married Sept. 
16, 2006, at St. Alban’s Church in 
Centerdale.

('06) Jessica L. Blake and 
Joseph C. Vick were married Oct. 
7, 2006, at St. Patrick’s Church in 
Providence.

Jessica Nickerson and Michael 
Kelly Jr. were married Oct. 14, 
2006, at the Congregational 
Church in Scituate.

What’s new in your life?
Fill out the information request form on the 
back of the newsletter and let us know what 
has been going on since you graduated from 
CCRI. Return it soon to be included in the 
Fall 2007 issue of the Green & White.

New career rewards Wendy Baker ’07 for her determination
Wendy Baker’s foray into college 

stalled when she married and had chil-
dren. After seven years of marriage, 
she found herself single and ready to 
start school again full throttle.

“When I started a family there 
never seemed to be a good time for 
me to go after my dreams,” she said. 
When her home life changed, she was 
determined to make a change, too. “I 
decided I didn’t want to struggle to 
support my kids,” she said.

Baker graduated from CCRI on May 
18 with high honors as a member of 
the Kappa Beta Delta Honor Society. 
A business major with many account-
ing and business courses under her 
belt, she started a new job in accounts 

receivable with a North Kingstown 
graphics firm four days before gradu-
ation.

“I did this for me and my family. 
I put the effort into it and now it’s 
rewarded me,” she said.

Baker started taking classes in 2006, 
cramming six or seven courses into 
the fall and spring semesters. Typi-
cally, a full-time student takes four 
or five. She also took three courses 
during the summer to advance her 
degree. Each week, she worked 20 
hours in the library performing a 
number of duties and gaining new 
skills. “It gave me a lot of valuable 
work experience I can use in my new 
job,” she said.

Baker’s determination to finish her 
degree got her through the tough times 
of balancing her roles as mother and 
student. Often, she said, it seemed as 
though there were never enough hours 
in the day and there was always a bill 
to pay. She always did her homework 
at night after her children went to bed.

“I can’t say it was easy. There were 
so many times I was ready to throw 
in the towel,” she said. “The biggest 
challenge was sticking to it and mak-
ing it work.”

Baker, 31, lives in West Warwick 
with her son Kyle, 9, and daughter 
Hailey, 5. “My son is so proud of me,” 
she said. “He’s telling everyone his 
mommy is graduating.”




