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Alumni student-athletes reac

One phone call changed Tanekar
Alexander’s life forever. When women’s
soccer coach Dennis Grassini contacted
the talented player about becoming a
Community College of Rhode Island
Knight, she couldn’t refuse the offer.

“He helped convince me that this was
where | belonged,” she said.

The D’ Abadie, Trinidad, native, who
previously played soccer for her country,
garnered several offers to play soccer at
American colleges, but it was the comfort
level she felt with Grassini that influenced
her decision to attend CCRI. That, and her
desire to jump into an environment where
she didn’t know a soul.

“I love to be independent and wanted to
try something new and bold,” she said.

Alexander finished her first season at
the University of Massachusetts — Lowell
last fall competing in Division I1, where
the physical play took her talents to a new
plane.

“Mentally, | felt prepared to go to the
next level,” she said.

Braving new challenges, athletically
and academically, has become an accom-
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plishment for many CCRI athletes who
have gone on to four-year institutions to
compete and continue their studies. For
Marvin Owens, a standout basketball
player who averaged 27.4 points per game
in 2005-06 and holds the college’s career
scoring record with 1,407 points, CCRI
pushed him to succeed in the classroom
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Richard Marchetti:

Creating links on

the golf course and in the classroom

Bringing students together, whether
it’s on the golf course, in the classroom
or in the counseling office, is what
makes working at CCRI special for
Richard Marchetti.

The golf coach, psychology profes-
sor and counselor is constantly on the
move, but he wouldn’t change a thing.

“l wear many hats here,” he said,
adding that he loves wearing them all.
“Hey, if it’s not fun why do it?”

Marchetti — his cousins own and
operate the popular Cranston restaurant
that bears his last name — is a Rhode
Island native. A graduate of Mt. Pleasant
High School in Providence, he went on
to continue his education at CCRI, then
known as Rhode Island Junior College.
“It was the place to go for anybody who
didn’t know what they wanted to do
after graduation,” he said.

Marchetti played guard on the CCRI
basketball team from 1970-71 under
former coach Charlie Wilkes, a profes-
sor of mathematics at the college. Wil-
kes remembered Marchetti as a player
who wasn’t afraid to take chances on
the court, shooting the ball any time he
thought he had an opportunity.

“Richard never saw a shot he didn’t
like,” Wilkes recalled. “He knew the
game, he came prepared to play and he
was compassionate. He’s the ultimate
team player and I think those qualities
are what make him a good teacher and
coach.”

CCRI basketball was an athletic op-
portunity that opened doors for Mar-
chetti. He garnered a basketball scholar-

ship to St. Joseph’s College in Rutland,
Vt., where he majored in liberal arts
and minored in special education. After
graduation he returned to Rhode Island
and worked as a counselor at the state
Training School in Cranston before
pursuing a master’s degree in counsel-
ing from Rhode Island College.

Marchetti started teaching at CCRI
in 2002. He teaches human relations,
psychology of personal adjustment and
general psychology, his personal favor-
ite. “It covers a large array of topics so
all the students can relate to something,”
he said.

An avid golfer, Marchetti took over
the coaching duties of the men’s team
in 2005. Last season the Knights were
11-1, winning the New England Region
XXI1 Championship. They went on to
compete in the NJCAA Division 111
Golf Nationals. Marchetti is hopeful for
another successful season this year. “I
think the team is collectively a strong
group of talented players,” he said.

Marchetti will have the opportunity to
showcase his own golf skills on June 13
at the Cranston Country Club during the
5" Annual CCRI Golf Outing sponsored
by the college’s alumni association. As
a past competitor, he said the contest is
a friendly one and “there’s a lot of ca-
maraderie among the alumni and staff”
who participate.

When asked what he likes most about
working at CCRI, Marchetti didn’t
hesitate. “Everything,” he said. “I get to
give back everything that was given to
me. And | like that.”

as well as on the court.

“l didn’t come into CCRI academically
prepared for college. The teachers helped
me get the study skills | needed to be a
better student,” he said.

Heavily recruited by many schools, Ow-
ens is now a shooting guard at Northwood
University in West Palm Beach, Fla.,
competing at the Division 1-A level. He
is in touch with his former CCRI coach,
Dave Chevalier, whom he refers to as “a
second father.”

“When | met coach Dave | knew right
away I was going to fit in,” he said.

Fitting in, for some athletes, can mean
having the right support network, whether
it’s a coach, teacher or adviser who offers
the right piece of advice at the right time
or supports you when the chips are down.
Getting to know Athletic Director Lou
Pullano made the difference for Travon
Little, a basketball forward who played
two seasons as a Knight before transfer-
ring to Keene State College in Keene,
N.H.

“He let us know to go for it all and
never hold anything back. He was just a
real person to talk to,” Little said.

But sometimes talking isn’t enough.
When Southern Connecticut basketball
starter Babette Noah, a senior who led her
team to win the 2007 Division II National
Championship over Florida Gulf Coast,
transferred to CCRI in 2004 she found the
diverse campus community she was look-
ing for. The Cameroon native speaks eight
languages but was still learning English
upon her arrival in the United States.

“l was scared to make mistakes so |
was a little shy at first,” she said. But she

N new heights at the next level
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started to come out of her shell at CCRI.
“My coach, the administration and the
sports information director all made me
feel like I was at home and | was being
taken care of.”

This was especially true following the
death of Noah’s mother on Nov. 22, 2004,
during the start of the basketball season.
“|l thought | was going to drop out when
my mom passed away,” Noah said. “But
my coach and my teachers gave me sup-
port to get through it.

“CCRI pushed me every step of the way.
For everything | went through,” she said,
“I never felt like | was alone.”

Lunch Sponsorship ~ $1,800
Includes: Foursome for golf and
lunch, tee sponsorship, corporate
banner displayed at breakfast and
lunch, marketing items / mer-
chandise in gift bag, and name on
alumni Web site.

Continental Breakfast
Sponsorship ~ $800

Includes: Foursome for golf and
lunch, tee sponsorship, corporate
banner displayed at breakfast,
marketing items / merchandise
in gift bag, and name on alumni
Web site.

Corporate Foursome ~ $600
Includes: foursome for golf and

Mark your calendar for the
5th Annual

CCRI Alumni Golf Outing
Wednesday, June 13,2007

Registration — 7:30 a.m.
Shotgun — 8:30 a.m.

Texas Scramble Format
The CCRI Alumni Association will hold its 5th Annual Golf
Outing on June 13, 2007. This event is open to all CCRI friends
and alumni. We invite you to join us in supporting the CCRI
Alumni Association and ensuring the success of the golf outing.
You can participate in several ways:

Call 401-333-7150 or e-mail
alumni@ccri.edu for more information.

lunch, tee sponsorship, marketing
items / merchandise in gift bag.

Foursome ~ $400
Includes: Foursome for golf and
lunch.

Tee Sponsorship ~ $100
Includes: Tee sign on green (no
logos); deadline — May 31

Golfer Only ~ $100
Includes: One golfer and lunch

Raffle Item or Gift Certificate
Value of $25 or more needed

Lunch Only ~ $20
Includes: Lunch only at 2 p.m.




Alumni Class Notes continued ...

July 15, 2006, at St. Barnabas
Church in Warwick.

Angela Colantonio and Lance
Niles were married on Sept.

24, 2006, at Meshanticut Park
Church in Cranston.

Eugene Craven |11 and Kath-
ryn Cartier were married at
Amalfi’s at the Village in Narra-
gansett on May 12, 2006.
Robin Langevin and Gia Mon-
tecalvo were married on July
23, 2006, at the Crowne Plaza in
Warwick.

|
( OO) Helena DaCosta
and Brian Jessop were married
April 29, 2006, at St. Anthony’s
Church in Pawtucket.
Jennifer Lamoureux and Mi-
chael Cammack were married
Aug. 26, 2006, in Sts. Rose &
Clement Church in Warwick.
Audrey Martins and James

Atkinson were married on Sept.
23, 2006, at St. Ambrose Church
in Lincoln.

Lisa Procter received a mas-
ter’s degree in holistic counsel-
ing in 2004 from Salve Regina
College after receiving her
bachelor’s from Rhode Island
College in 2001. She is a pub-
lished author and novelist.

T
( 01) Paul Copp and Jen-
nifer Monfils were married at
St. Philip’s Church in Greenville
on June 10, 2006.

('02) Doris De Los San-

tos ran unsuccessfully for
Providence’s City Council at the
last primary election. Doris is
working for the state of Rhode
Island’s Housing Resources as a
housing coordinator, overseeing
the implementation of the new

What's new in your life?

Fill out the information coupon on the back of the
newsletter and let us know what has been going on

since you graduated from CCRI. Send it back so
you can be included in The Commencement 2007
issue of the Green and White.

lead mitigation law and the lead
hazard reduction program.
Rachel Rybka and Marc Duguay
’02 were married at St. Philip’s
Church in Greenville on July 29,
2006.

|
( 03) Asher Hilton re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree in
business administration from
URI in 2004 and is employed at
MetLife as an associate under-
writer.

(l 04) Kelly Silvia and

Vincent Memoli were married

on Oct. 14, 2006 at Richmond
Country Club.

(IOS) Jennifer Prew and

John Fantacone (’00) were mar-
ried on Aug. 13, 2006, at Colt
State Park in Bristol.

Jill Paquin and Sean Crow-
ley were married on Sept. 24,
2006, in St. John the Evangelist
Church in Slatersville.

|
( 06) Yuliana Palacio and
Jaime Duran were married on
Oct. 29, 2006.

Remember 19677

Student Senate

Friday, pt. 28, 1966, was Reverse Haze Day.

Attention Class of 1967: Please join us on May 18
to celebrate your 40th reunion during as part of our
commencement ceremonies. See page 2 for details.

Italian club members (seated)
Robert Cabral, Thomas
D’Agostino and Suzan De-
Conte are pictured with Mrs.
Alma Boutin and Mr.Anthony
DiRuzzo.

The winter formal was held Jan. 6, 1957, in the ballroom of the
Sheraton Biltmore Hotel. Nancy Warburton (center) was crowned
queen and her court was (from left) Claire Bisson,Valerie Brown-

ing, Audrey Di Marco and Linda Motta.





