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MLA Format

m “MLA” i1s an abbreviation for the MLA Handbook

for Writers of
Research Papers

Modern Language Association.

= “MLA Format” can refer to:
1. MLA page format guidelines for typing lﬂj

papers
>. MLA documentation format for research | -
papers =
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http://www.mla.org/

MLA Page Format
for Typing Essays

MLA page format for typing essays

The writer’s name

explains how words should be is typed at the
typed and arranged onto the page(s) beginning of a
of an essay or other paper. paper.
Should I type The date follows this
my name at Should I type the date in format: 11 February 2012.

the beginn.ing nl}mbers (2/11712) or A regular font is used for
out (11 February 2012)? paper. An italic font or

quotation marks are used
for references to other
writers’ titles.

Should I use an italic
or a regular font for
the title of my paper?
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MLA Page Format Guidelines

=  Spacing Double spacing throughout the paper, including titles, headings, and
Works Cited pages

=  Margins 1-inch for the top, sides, and bottom of each page

m  Page header ! inch from the top and 1-inch from the right side

=  Font type An easy-to-read, regular font, such as Times New Roman

=  Font size 12 point (unless the audience requests a different size)

=  Paragraphs 5-space indent to indicate the beginning of a paragraph
= Long quote 10-space indent for all lines of a quote that is at least 5 lines long
=  Paper White, 8 2 by 11 inch
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Margins, Indents, and Spacing

1-inch margin on the
top, sides, and bottom «s

17’
/ Jo= Smith 2

h
/ Prof Jane Doz \
» 2
1 English 1010

6 Fabruary 2012
2

Choozing a Collags

With the largs numbsar nclz.b].legﬁ availabla, choosing the codract ons can be

5-space indent \
for a new paragraph

10-space indent — |
for a long quote

difficult. Deciding on the bast =g2 can ba accomplizhed by mnalvzing ons's 1 2

1” o jonal goals, conduc i T and thinking showt finances.

2 99
Amalyzz of ons's goal: includs: makins decision: sbout short-tam goals, 1

long-tarm goals, 2 i Za.m am iata majer, Long quota:

Meore weords more words %me wonds mors words moss wosds mogs

word ‘mor= word words. hoge words

andmmev-mdssndmmeﬂmdsmewagsmev-mdsme 1”
words. h-Imeﬁmdssndmeﬁmdssndmﬁﬂﬁmdsmaﬁmds

A o and wpgd

moes2 = words. pr
quote: Jaoobs says, “Quots™ (1) My21<.]xnmse o thesa quotes is on
=\pd includss analyziz, commentsry, ory opifion, and mogs 1”

words, more words, mors words, mors words, s words and

179 177

72 inch margin at the
top of a header

l1-inch margin on the
right side of a header

double spacing
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First Page Format for the
Header and Title

Smith 1

Top lett corner: /9 -
b b Englizh 1010
writer’'s name
professor’s name Croosing s ot
course N
date

jcult pafivarzitiss, small collages, and comomumity collagas all can ba

ial to studants who are persuing a higher aducation. Deciding ontha bast

oollags can be accomplizhed by anslyzing ons’s aducationsl goals, conducting

tassarch, and thinking sbout finances.

Top right corner:

writer’s last name

Analyziz of one's goals inclwde: makins dacizions shout thogt-tam goals,

lomg-tarm godls, 3poesible carssr, and sn appdopriats majer. . .

page number

Centered:
title
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Second and Later Page
Format for the Header

Top right corner:
writer’s last name

page number

R

i == T0EE term and short-term goals important, butso is ressarch, The
focus of the research . . . . MK

[oridass here are neaded to complets parasraph
number thees, s wall 2 to lead into two quotations. According 1o thaariorel,

“Quuots{10). Anothar author says, “QuoE” (Jaoebs 1).

Moz words Moga wosds i i i oods

o2 d d d d ords. Morz wosds and

morewords and mogs d 3 d 3 d =words. More words
and more words and mere words mere wosds more words mors words. Mgz,

is. More wonds more words mers words mor

oqds.

Mlora words and mors words snd mors words moge woeds moos woods mogs
words. Moga words and mors woeds and mors words mogs words mosa woads

more words. Mo mood

Mor=words

ords.

mere words more wods more words mess words, Morz words and mor= words
and mor2 word 2 woed 2 woed ewogds. Mors words and more
words and mora: d d mwerds. Mogrs words and.
couris SpA g, Mos words mors
I -ords, Mora words

‘and moge words and moga: 2 2 2 wogds. Mogs
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MLA Page and Documentation
Format for Research

Both correct page format and correct documentation format are
needed for research papers.

- S ich 1
Smith 2 Smith 3

Mhbrks Cited

Nlor= words mors words mors words more words mors wonds mors words mors

. . . . . . Jacobs, Paula, 2 = DyfoWorid
words mods words mode wogds mode words. Another zentence and then the snd of
20.27 (1008): 86. dradewic Jearch Cowplee. EREOD Wb, 18 May 2010,
parazraph numbsar tro.
The Mational Comnizsionon Writing, Weiting: A Ticker to Work . Or a Ticket
Mot only ar= long-term and short-tarm gosls inportant butso iz r2zaarch, Out (Ellipsizinoriz) Collags Board, Sopt 2004, Tk, 13 June 2000,

The focus of tharesesch . . Moz idass hars sre peaded to complets parasaph

numbsr theea, a: wall as to laad into two quotations. Agcopding to theliations].

2100, Another suthor says, “Cuoe™ (Tacobs 1.
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MLA Page Format for
Research Papers

1-inch margin on the
top, sides, and bottom «s

17’
/ Jo= Smith 2

i
/ Prof. Janz Doz
» 2
1 English 1010

6 Fabmary 2012

2

Choozing a Collags

With the largs numbsar ocl?m].legﬁ availabla, choosing the codract ons can be

5-space indent \
for a new paragraph

10-space indent — |
for a long quote

difficult. Deciding on the bast o ‘2_;_' ba izhed by analvzing ona's 1 2

1 9% aducational godls, conducting ressarch; and thinking sbout fimme

2
Amalyzz of ons's goal: includs: makins decision: sbout short-tam goals, 1

long-tarm goals, & possible ca(eeZau: am approprists maier, Long quota:

Meore werds more words Tore words mogs words mors words mors

ords. Moge words

amd moge words and mors words mors v-a%, more words mors 1 2
words. Mora wonds and more words and 1:515 Words more words

e o ie and g

mor= = words. Mng

izas quote: Jaoobs says, “Quots™ (1) M}-;)spoutottﬁe:_tosismz

=\ed includss analyzis, commentary, ooy opi&tr__aténma 1 2

72 inch margin at the
top of a header

l1-inch margin on the
right side of a header

Double spacing, as
well as margins and
indents, are the same
for research papers and
non-research papers.
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Works Cited Page Format
for Research Papers

Top right corner:

writer’s last name and page number————
Centered: Works Cited /
Alphabetical order: all of the cited sources

No indent: the first line of each source /
5-space indent:

the second and later lines of each source T ar—m—na
Double spacing: the whole page

Same margins as the other pages
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MLA Documentation Format
for Research Papers

“MLA documentation format™ refers to the use of in-text citations and
Works Cited page entries. The citations and Works Cited entries
describe all of the sources of a paper’s borrowed words and/or 1deas.

Smuith 2 Smith 3
Nlog= woads mods words mogs words mods words mofs words moge words moss Tbeks Citad
wonds more wonds more words mors words. Anothor ssntenos and then the opd of Jacobs, Paula, * Fafo Wi
pasageaph Tumbar e, 20.27 (1598): 86, Academic Search Comples, EBSCD. Btb, 15 May 2010.
Mot only are long-term and short-term goals important, butso is eseanch, The Mational Comonizsionon Wiiting., Writing: 4 Ticker to Work . Or a Ticker
Tha focus ofthe razarch | . . . Moz ides: hers ars naaded to complats perasraph Our (Ellipsizinoriz) Collags Boerd, Sept 2004, TED, 23 Tuna 2000,

number three, as well a5 to lead into two quotations. Accopding tothe Mations]l.

=100, Anothersuthor ssve “Cruoe™ (Taoobs 1).
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More Information

The Writing Center at the

Community College of
Rhode Island has more
online resources, including
handouts and PowerPoint
presentations with added
information about the
MLA documentation
system, in-text citations,
and Works Cited pages.
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http://www.ccri.edu/writingcenter/resources/index.html

Contact Information

This presentation is the creation of

Dr. Karen Petit
Community College of Rhode Island
400 East Avenue
Warwick, RI 02886
E-mail: kmpetit@ccri.edu

Phone: 401-825-2279
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